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December 11, 2015 

 

To:  Ms. Jennifer Minx 

Senior Manager for Corporate Communications 

Tesoro Corporation 

 

Re: Publicizing Correction for Misleading Statements in Vancouver Energy mailing 

 

I am writing about misleading statements in your recent mailer, “We Need Cleaner, 

American Energy,” produced by Vancouver Energy—a joint venture between Tesoro 

Refining and Marketing and Savage Companies. In this document, which you mailed to 

residents throughout the region, we must bring to your attention serious 

misrepresentations of our research. Carnegie respectfully requests that you publicly 

correct these in a mailing to those residents who received your original brochure. 

 

Whether knowingly or not, on the top of page 5 (see below), you infer that Carnegie 

reached the conclusions illustrated and stated on this page. We did not.  

 

Residents who received your mailing have contacted Carnegie. They are confused and 

deserve to officially have the record set straight as well as removing any reference in future 

publications. Following is a summary of your errors relating to Carnegie’s research: 

 

• The Carnegie Endowment, in partnership with Stanford University and the 

University of Calgary, did prepare the first barrel-forward Oil-Climate Index (OCI) 

that shows some oils are less carbon-intensive overall than others. However, 

Bakken oil has not yet modeled through the OCI (Phase 1), which was released in 

March 2015. There was simply not enough public data available to model Bakken oil. 

(If Tesoro is willing to improve the state of oil data transparency in order to model 

additional global oils through the OCI in the future, we can share OCI data needs.)  

• At present too little oil data is publicly disclosed. As a result, we were only able to 

model 5% of current oil production through the OCI Phase 1. As such, we did not 

have emissions for Bakken oil and, therefore, Tesoro could not have extrapolated this 

information from Carnegie as your brochure leads readers to believe. 

• The overarching goal of the OCI is to estimate total emissions from the entire oil 

barrel forward—extraction, refining, crude/product transport, and end use. It is 

unclear what the source actually is for Tesoro’s graph at the bottom of page 5, with 

which Carnegie’s research is being confused. The California Air Resources Board has 

not, to our knowledge, modeled total barrel-forward emissions through the OCI. And 

Carnegie has not been approached by or made aware of OCI modeling done by the 

Washington State Department of Ecology. Without a full review of these agencies’ 



 2 

analyses, we cannot verify the claim you published and implied to Carnegie: “Bakken 

crude oil has 30% fewer greenhouse gas emissions.” 

• In OCI Phase 2 due out later this winter, we will analyze Bakken oil. There are early 

indications that this oil’s emissions vary significantly depending on whether the 

associated gas is flared or not. And a majority of Bakken fields currently do flare their 

gas. As such, there is no single value for Bakken oil, as you represent in your 

brochure. 

 

 
 

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace is a non-partisan think tank. We take 

extremely seriously the integrity of our research, correct citations, and full transparency in 

reporting data.  
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We respectfully request that Tesoro, Savage, and Vancouver Energy send a follow-up letter 

to all recipients of your mailing to correct your errors on page 5 regarding Carnegie’s 

research findings. Since the brochure has already been mailed widely, there is 

unfortunately no way to simply remove reference to the Carnegie Endowment. We 

encourage you to check with us in the future before citing our research in your official 

publications in order to avoid any misrepresentations. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Deborah Gordon 

Director, Energy and Climate Program 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

 

 

  


