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Immediate impacts
Most freshmen football
players aren’t physically
ready to play against 17 and
18 year olds, but there are
exceptions for those ahead
of the curve.
In 2019, three freshmen
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Evergreen senior Jonathan Landry and Mountain View senior Kyle Chen were rare freshman who started on varsity.
While that experience came with growing pains, it was vital in making both players the leaders they are today.
out of the 3A Greater St.
Helens League — Kyle
Chen of Mountain View,
Kelso’s Conner Noah
and Hudson’s Bay’s Jalen
Salavea (now at 4A Skyview) — earned secondteam all-league honors. No
other league serving Clark
County schools that season
had as many freshmen
earn that level of all-league
honors.
Evergreen’s Jonathan
Landry, also a freshman
in 2019, knows talent
when he sees it. After the
Plainsmen’s first win over
Mountain View in 12 seasons that October, Landry
approached Chen postgame
asking for a photo together

on the McKenzie Stadium
turf. Both shined in the
secondary that game, yet
amid the celebration chaos
postgame, “we never did
get that picture,” Chen said.
Still, talent recognized
talent. A friendship grew
through football.
Now seniors, Landry
and Chen will be four-year
starters in the defensive
backfield.
Swain said he doesn’t
make it a habit of placing freshmen on varsity
teams, but Landry proved
his worth. A quarterback
in middle school, Landry
volunteered during spring
practices to defend Evergreen’s top receiver in Zyell

Griffin (now at UNLV).
That was all Swain needed
to see to make him a mainstay a cornerback.
“I knew immediately he
was going to be special,”
Swain said.
Landry and Chen are Division I prospects, embrace
playing defense and spoke
similarity of what makes
the other good at their
craft.
Work ethic tops the list.
“We became closer (as
friends) because I knew
Kyle liked to work hard,”
Landry said, “and I always
want to be around people
like that who have the same
goals and push to reach
their goals.”

Transitioning to high
school varsity football from
middle school proved challenging. The game’s speed,
tackling, and even play-calling were the biggest adjustments, the players said.
It also made for rough
waters in other areas.
In explaining why his
freshman year was difficult,
Landry said “just getting
beat (in the secondary) all
the time.”
He often worried about
letting teammates down. It
was another step in personal development because as
the season progressed, so
did Landry. He helped lead
IMPACT, Page 3
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school head coach in 2011.
He stresses maturity in two
ways as a must-have factor.
“They’ve got to be both
From Page 2
physically and mentally
ready to handle (varEvergreen to the playoffs.
sity football),” Amrine said.
“I started to learn more
“You’ve got to be physically
and I got more confident,
ready, so can they handle it
too,” Landry said. “I feel
physically? And then, has
like that was a big reason
their maturation process
why I lacked that early on. I worked that way mentally,
was thinking too much.”
as well? Because it can be
Chen’s freshmen year
difficult out there getting
included a game-saving
hit, in some cases, a 14-yearinterception in the closing
old boy going against an
seconds against Prairie.
18-year-old man.”
He said that season led
Amrine said one or two
to perspective on what it
freshmen make Kelso’s varmeans to be varsity-ready
sity roster annually and Conat 14. He had just
ner Noah, a two-way
two years of football
all-league player
experience prior to
in 2019, was one
high school — as
of them. A Nevada
a Shahala Middle
commit at running
School tight end
back, Noah credits
and defensive end.
his older siblings
“It challenges you
with helping pave
in a different way,”
the way for a drive
Conner Noah
said Chen, now a
to succeed.
free safety. “There’s Four-year
Instant accepstarter at Kelso
a lot of things that
tance came from
you can’t control
the Hilanders.
when you’re going
“Kelso does a
into something like
great job with that,”
that (as a freshNoah said. “It’s alman). The best
ways been that way
thing is, it’ll make
— the older players
you better.
helping and pushing
“Looking at other
the young freshmen
freshmen now, it
Jalen Salavea
and sophomores.”
makes me want to
Four year starter
Only two freshwork harder to help at Hudson’s Bay
men in Adam Mathem to get to the
and Skyview
thieson’s coaching
level that I was at as
career have started
a freshman.”
a football game on Week 1
of their freshmen seasons:
Talent plus maturity
Chen and a guy named
Jake Locker. What does
So, what do coaches
Chen have in common with
consider before putting a
freshman on a field full with the 2011 first-round NFL
draft pick who began his
seniors?
prep career at cornerback
It starts with talent. Do
when Mathieson coached at
they have that “it” factor?
Ferndale?
Can they make an impact?
Intellect.
“It’s a playmaking-abil“Both of them are
ity thing,” said new Battle
wired very similarly,” the
Ground coach Mike WoodMountain View coach said.
ward, who first became a
head coach in Clark County “They’re different athletes
in 1999. “If he truly earns it, on what they bring to the
we’ve got to find a way to get table. But to have the intellect to play on a Friday night,
him on the field.”
Kelso coach Steve Amrine that’s a big separator. That’s
a big responsibility for a
spent several years as a
college assistant coach
freshman to understand
prior to becoming a high
all those types of things
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Mountain View four-year starter Kyle Chen, left,
and Evergreen four-year starter Jonathan Landry.
(checks and coverages in
the secondary), and have
that intellect to play.”

Necessity, opportunity
Back when Woodward
coached at Mountain View,
his 2001 and 2002 4A state
semifinalist teams featured
full classes of athletes who
rose the ranks by starting
their careers on the Thunder’s freshmen team.
“We didn’t even let our
freshmen play JV,” Woodward said. “The big thing
was, you wanted that freshmen group to really bond
and stick together. That was
a big deal back then.”
Fast forward to 2016.
Woodward arrived at 2A
Woodland after nine seasons
coaching in San Diego, Calif.,
and two Woodland standouts
— Wyatt Harsh at quarterback and Tyler Flanagan
at running back — were already program staples since
their freshmen year.
Most coaches prefer to
keep their freshmen classes
together. But team needs
mean some freshmen are
thrown into the varsity mix.
That’s especially true
in lower classifications. At
Class 1A Seton Catholic,
Dennis Herling relies on
freshman classes to build
his program. Within the
next five years, the coach
hopes his program will top
100 players in grades 9-12.
Freshmen played pivotal roles in Seton’s firstever playoff appearance last
season, led by freshmen
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quarterback Joe Callerame.
When it comes to young
athletes on varsity, Herling
said he and his staff strive
to put them in positions
where they can succeed,
which in turn, boosts kids’
self-confidence.
“That’s where a coach’s
job comes in — to strategically maneuver that and
make it a situation where it

becomes less of a problem
or not a problem at all,” Herling said. “We have those
conversations about how
we can build these guys up.
… We can’t go out there for
them, or make them bigger.
“They feel more confident because they’re not
being asked to play power
football against guys two
and three times in size.”
One of Washougal coach
Dave Hajek’s long-standing
rules is consulting a child’s
parents or guardians about
a young player’s varsity
readiness. He also considers a freshman’s well-being
for why he may hold off
playing them on Friday
nights. He pointed to current Panthers quarterback
Holden Bea as an example:
Bea could have played
varsity two seasons ago
as a ninth grader, but the
coach chose not to rush
the quarterback. Why risk
injury and potentially ruin a

player’s love for the game?
That consideration goes for
all freshmen with varsity
potential, Hajek said.
“If you throw them in too
early,” he said, “they may
not want to play anymore.”
Now playing offensive line
and linebacker at Skyview,
Jalen Salavea knows the
2019 season on Hudson’s
Bay’s offense line played
a pivotal role in his high
school career. Coaches
“took a chance on me,” Salavea said, and he delivered.
The advice he stresses to
freshmen now is similar to
what he heard three years
ago: be ready to put in the
work and make your time
count.
And that, in turn, can
lead to making big impacts
as a freshman playing high
school varsity football.
“If you do that at a young
age, you’ve got to keep that
standard high,” Salavea
said.

Columbia River High School Boosters

JOIN CR BOOSTERS!
We support all CRHS clubs, teams & activities.
Membership options for Students, Parents, Staff,
Community and Alumni! Volunteers are always
welcome, but not a requirement of membership.
Become a member annually to show your support.
All are welcome!

FOLLOW US! www.facebook.com/CRHSBoosters/

Fill the Fence!
And get your business noticed!
Columbia River celebrates their 60th anniversary and stadium update this Fall.
Contact us today to be one of the 60 sponsors to get a fence banner or gym sign!
For information, email CRBoosters@gmail.com
VISIT US @ crboosters.weebly.com
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4A GREATER ST. HELENS LEAGUE
PROJECTED FINISH

Picks by Columbian sports staff

1

CAMAS: Small senior class, but

plenty of pieces back from team’s
4A quarterfinal run.

2

UNION: New quarterback took over

3

SKYVIEW: Can Storm’s young
nucleus push for a playoff spot
after a stiff non-league slate?

4

BATTLE GROUND: Expect a new-look

in July. Who will emerge as a go-to
weapon?

offense behind Tigers’ third coach in
three seasons.

BIGGEST GAMES
OCT. 13

VS.

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

After starting 0-4, Camas caught fire and eventually won the 2021 league title by beating Union in a Week 9 game.

7 p.m., Kiggins Bowl

OCT. 21

VS.
7 p.m., Doc Harris Stadium

OCT. 28

VS.
4:30 p.m., McKenzie Stadium

Battle Ground
coach Mike
Woodward.
TIM MARTINEZ/
The Columbian
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Lots of familiarity among three perennial title contenders

N

ew Battle Ground
coach Mike Woodward
doesn’t need an introduction to the 4A Greater
St. Helens League.
His first head-coaching
stint came in 1999 leading
4A GSHL member Mountain View, coaching the
Thunder to consecutive
state semifinal appearances
in 2001 and 2002.
Returning to the league
nearly 20 years later,
Woodward calls what’s now
a small, four-team league
special in its own right.
“I think those three
programs have established
themselves,” Woodward
said, “They’re just outstanding programs every year.”

And Woodward and
the Tigers got glimpses
of Camas and Skyview at
June’s summer team camp
hosted by Western Oregon
University. Woodward said
he and his players took a lot
away from that experience
as they look ahead to the
fall.
“That was the best thing
for us,” Woodward said.
Since 2015, three 4A
GSHL teams have reached
at least the state quarterfinals six times. That includes undefeated state title
seasons by Camas (2016,
‘19) and Union (2018).
League play starts in
mid-October.
“By the time we play,

we’ll have plenty of film on
each other,” Union coach
Rory Rosenbach said.
“They’ll know who we are,
and we’ll know who they
are. It’s no secret. We all
have our strengths and it’s
about who can live up to the
stakes and stay focused.”
Camas rode a sevengame winning streak on its
way to capturing the 2021
league title and reaching
the 4A state quarterfinals.
Eight all-league returnees
are back for the Papermakers across eight positions.
Union missed out on
the postseason last fall,
yet could have as many
as seven seniors on both
sides. Who will emerge

as a go-to offensive threat
following the departure of
Clark County’s top recruit,
Tobias Merriweather (now
at Notre Dame)?
While Skyview has a
younger nucleus, coach
Steve Kizer hopes by the
time the Storm reach
league play, that youth will
have plenty of game experience. The most returning
experience lies in the secondary and front seven.
Woodward is a 1988
Battle Ground High
graduate poised to get his
alma mater back on track as
its third coach in as many
seasons. The Tigers last
won a football game in
2019.
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BATTLE GROUND TIGERS
LAST SEASON

0-9, 0-3, fourth in 4A GSHL

T

BEST STATE FINISH

First round in 1979, 2015

PLAYERS TO WATCH

RB Leithan Reynolds-Weisenborn 5-9, 180
RB Cody Clarke
5-9, 180
WR Artem Bahnyuk
5-10, 165
WR Angel Lopez
5-9, 160
QB Kameron Spencer
6-4, 210
WR Reid Davis
6-2, 190
OL/DL Ryder Sharrow
6-2, 240
DB Munro Smith
6-2, 170

sr.
jr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Mike Woodward (first year)

COACH SPEAK
“I think (Woodward’s) doing a great
job with that group. It’s fun to watch
those guys continue to get better
and evolve.” — Union coach Rory
Rosenbach on Battle Ground.

District
Stadium
at Battle Ground HS
400 W. Main St.,
Battle Ground

New coach brings experience, love for alma mater

here are few football programs coach Mike Woodward would leave Woodland
for, but Battle Ground tops the
list.
“It’s the final stop — it’s
home,” said Woodward, a 1988
Battle Ground High alum. “I
went there, played there and it’s
a special place to me. I couldn’t
pass it up.
“Some people I think are
dying to get out of their hometowns when they graduate from
high school and experience
other things. But eventually,
you know, a home comes calling and it really did for me.”
Woodward is no stranger to
coaching in Southwest Washington. Battle Ground is Woodward’s fourth head-coaching
stint in the region (fifth overall
in his career), joining Mountain
View, Hudson’s Bay, and most
recently, five of the past six
seasons at Woodland.
He knows the challenge
ahead of him at Battle Ground
in a four-team 4A Greater St.
Helens League. The Tigers
have dropped 17 straight
games dating back to the 2019
season and are on their third
coach in as many seasons.
But you wouldn’t know it
given the positive energy
Woodward has seen since his
hiring.
“The kids, the coaches, the
parents,” Woodward said, “they
all believe that we can win and

FILES/The Columbian

Battle Ground senior Leithan Reynolds-Weisenborn (11) led the Tigers in rushing last year.
turn this thing around. And
create something special without me having to beg and plead
every day.”
Woodward’s staple spread
offense will be implemented at
Battle Ground. The Tigers have
experience on their side, too, behind seven returning offensive
starters. That includes leading

rusher and all-league performer
Leithan Reynolds-Weisenborn,
starting quarterback Kameron Spencer, and two of the
team’s leading receivers: Angel
Lopez and Artem Bahnyuk.
Defensively, the Tigers return
six starters, including middle
linebacker Cody Clarke, whom
Woodward called the MVP of

the off-season.
What Woodward said he’s
most excited to see is the
growth of the offensive and
defensive lines. That was a
standout group at team camp,
Woodward said.
“That’s not going to be a
weakness for us if indeed we
stay healthy,” he said.

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

SAT., OCT. 8

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Mark Morris

at Centralia

at Prairie

at Heritage

at Lakes

Union*

Skyview*

at Camas*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

Mount
Tahoma

12 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 4A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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CAMAS PAPERMAKERS
Papermakers make small tweaks to stay ahead of pace

LAST SEASON

7-5, 3-0, first in 4A GSHL,
reached state quarterfinals

S

BEST STATE FINISH

Champion in 2016, 2019

QB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

WR
OL
DL
TE/OL
DB/RB
LB
K/P

Taylor Ioane

Zach Blair
Carson Osmus
Holt Williams
Sam Stark
Brad Prouse
Sam Speer
Ethan Ouchi

5-11, 180
6-0, 175
6-6, 270
6-4, 225
6-2, 210
5-11, 180
6-2, 205
5-10, 160

sr.
sr.
jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Jack Hathaway (second year, 7-5)

COACH SPEAK
“I think (Camas) is a good example for us
at Battle Ground. … The football program is
amazing, but it’s all the other sports, too.
There’s not too many towns that have been
in a situation like that where they’re just
gone from (where Camas used to be) to
where they are now. It’s incredible.” — Battle
Ground coach Mike Woodward on Camas

Doc Harris
Stadium
1125 NE 22nd Ave.,
Camas

ince becoming Camas’ permanent head football coach
last November, Jack Hathaway has put his own stamp on
the program by making subtle
adjustments.
“Nothing huge,” said Hathaway, elevated from interim
coach in 2021. “I think consistency is really important with
young kids and young men, so
being consistent and just little
tweaks here and there.
“If you’re not doing that
you’re not staying ahead of the
game.”
For a program that has won
two Class 4A titles since 2016,
had a 58-game regular-season
winning streak and won four
league titles the past six seasons, expectations remain the
same, too.
“That’s a good edge to play
with and focus on because
having the success we’ve had
here, we like it — we like that
pressure,” Hathaway said.
“When you strive for state
championships and deep playoff runs, that pressure’s always
there.”
What’s different is Camas’
senior class. At just 18 players,
it’s on the smaller side compared to previous seasons. That
doesn’t worry Hathaway.
“We always retool and just
regroup,” he said.
That retooling is behind a
core nucleus of players who
were impactful in the team’s

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

Camas senior Zach Blair ranked second in receiving yardage last year for the Papermakers.
4A state quarterfinal run in
2021 and finished 7-5. The
Papermakers feature eight
returning all-league players,
the most of any 4A Greater St.
Helens League team — quarterback Taylor Ioane, receiver
Zach Blair, tight end Sam
Stark, linebacker Sam Speer,

safety Brad Prouse, linemen
Holt Williams and Carson Osmus, and kicker/punter Ethan
Ouchi.
The offensive and defensive
lines is what Hathaway is most
excited about, given the experience and big strides made in
the off-season. Don’t expect a

one-trick pony in the receiving
corp or running game, either,
the coach added.
“It’s a good problem to have,”
Hathaway said. “We’ve got a lot
of guys that can do a lot of good
things. Any one of our guys can
be the guy, and that’s a good
thing.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

SAT., SEPT. 17

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Yelm

Glacier Peak

at Lincoln

Kelso

at Kamiak

at Evergreen

at Skyview*

Union*

Battle Ground

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

4 p.m.

7 p.m.

6 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 4A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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SKYVIEW STORM
Young players face challenge of getting up to speed

LAST SEASON

8-3, 2-1, second in 4A GSHL,
reached state round of 16

W

BEST STATE FINISH
Second in 2011

DL
LB/OL
WR/DB
QB
WR/TE
OL/DL
WR/DB
RB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Ty Evans
Jalen Salavea
Jonathan McAtee
Jake Kennedy
Jonathan Stromberg
Alex Diaz
Gavin Packer
Trey Jacob

6-3, 280
5-11, 250
6-1, 180
6-0, 170
6-6, 210
6-1, 230
5-10, 160
5-8, 165

sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
sr.
sr.
so.
jr.

Coach: Steve Keizer (19th year, 125-70)

COACH SPEAK
“They’re always really disciplined. You can
tell they’re well-prepared when you play
them and that’s a testament to the coaching
staff, Coach Kizer, and all his crew. We love
the challenge because it seems like a chess
match. It’s going to come down to a few plays
on either side of the ball.” — Camas coach
Jack Hathaway on Skyview.

Kiggins Bowl
Near the campus of
Discovery Middle
School,
800 E. 40th St.,
Vancouver

hile this isn’t the youngest
football team coach Steve
Kizer has had at Skyview, youth is scattered across
various positions. And a young
team can be a good thing.
“If you’ve got a three-year
contract, it’s a really good positive,” Kizer said.
Joking aside, by the time
the Storm starts 4A Greater
St. Helens League play in
mid-October, Kizer hopes that
youthfulness will grow into
veterans poised for another
playoff run.
“They’re going to play and
they’re going to grow up early,”
the coach said. “They don’t shy
away from anybody. Our young
guys are going to contribute
right away. There’s a lot of
talent — even though they’re
young. So we, the staff, just got
to do a great job of coaching.”
Many sophomores and
juniors will see the field —
including new quarterback,
junior Jake Kennedy — but
there’s also plenty of experience returning. Skyview
welcomes back five starters
on each side of the ball off an
8-3 team in 2021 that reached
the first round of the 4A
state playoffs. That includes
multi-year starters, all-league
returnees and seniors Ty
Evans (defensive line) and
Jalen Salavea (linebacker) that
anchor the front seven. Both
Evans and Salavea have start-

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

Skyview junior Jerrid Secor was an all-league selection at defensive back last season.
ing experience going back to
their freshmen seasons. Other
all-league returnees are Riley
Artis (receiver) and Jerrid
Secor (defensive back). In fact,
Kizer said a position group of
strength lies in the secondary.
“You can’t substitute guys
who have that experience and

know what it takes,” Kizer said.
And a tough slate of nonleague games is what Kizer
hopes will prepare his team for
the always-tough 4A GSHL.
That includes September
games against Oregon 6A Jesuit, Bothell and Kamiak — all of
which made the postseason in

2021. Skyview topped Kamiak
in last year’s state preliminary
round game.
“If we don’t come out without
too many injuries, we’re better
off for it,” Kizer said. “It sounds
great, but you’ve got to actually
do it. That’s what we signed up
for.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

SAT., SEPT. 17

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Jesuit (Ore.)

at Columbia
River

at Bothell

Kamiak

Heritage

Kentwood

Camas*

at Union*

3 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Battle
Ground*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

*-denotes 4A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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UNION TITANS
LAST SEASON

6-3, 1-2, third in 4A GSHL

F

BEST STATE FINISH
Champion in 2018

QB/LB
WR/LB
OL/DL
WR/LB
LB
OL/DL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Tyson Fuehrer
AJ Attaran
Joe Merlino
Cody Zehner
Clayton Maus
Conner McChesney

6-0, 210
6-0, 190
6-3, 250
5-11, 190
5-11, 225
5-11, 250

sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Rory Rosenbach (seventh year, 45-16)

COACH SPEAK
“They’re a challenge because if you load up
to stop the run, they’re going to beat you
through the air. And if you’re not good enough
to play the pass, they’ll run it. (Rosenbach’s)
done both to us.” — Skyview coach
Steve Kizer on Union.

McKenzie
Stadium
Near Evergreen HS,
2205 NE 138th Ave.,
Vancouver

Titans still tough with a new look at quarterback

our weeks before the start
of mid-August practices, the
Union Titans got surprising
news.
Not one, but two starting
quarterbacks from last season
relocated with their families to
separate Arizona high schools,
leaving the Titans’ depth under
center slimmer than anticipated.
But that doesn’t mean they’re
inexperienced at that position.
Enter Tyson Fuehrer, a
linebacker last season who has
experience quarterbacking in
Union’s program since freshman year. He’s expected to
assume starting duties under
center.
“He knows the program
and knows the system,” Union
coach Rory Rosenbach said.
“He stepped right in (in July)
and was fine.”
Rosenbach praised Fuehrer’s
confidence and poise at quarterback. At 210 pounds, he’s
also a different-looking signal
caller with his ability to run
inside and outside.
And in turn, “we’re just different,” Rosenbach said.
“We’re just as good of a
team,” he said, “but it’s going to
look different.”
Union’s aiming to get back to
the postseason after a six-win
season and third-place league
finish in 2021. It graduated its
final class of players who were
part of its undefeated 2018

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

Union senior Clayton Maus, a returning all-leaguer, leads an experienced corps of linebackers.
state championship team, but
championship experience still
exists.
Senior lineman Joe Merlino,
a transfer from Portland’s Central Catholic High, is expected
to make an impact on the
offensive and defensive lines.
Merlino was part of two Oregon
6A title teams, and one of possibly seven seniors Rosenbach
projects to start on offense, and
up to six on defense.

“It’s a pretty good mix,”
Rosenbach said.
Union’s reigning all-league
selection, Clayton Maus,
anchors an experienced
linebacking corps that also
includes Fuehrer on defense.
Maus earned MVP of Eastern
Washington’s linebackers camp
in June, and the former lineman will also shift to tight end
or H-back on offense.
After graduating arguably

one of Clark County’s highestrated recruits in Tobias Merriweather (now at Notre Dame),
who will emerge as a go-to
offensive target?
“I don’t think we have that
go-to guy yet,” Rosenbach said.
“We may not have a superstar.
We have really good depth
across the board where it can
really be anybody depending
on how (opposing teams) want
to play us.”

SAT., SEPT. 3

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Eastlake

Yelm

Prairie

at Battle
Ground*

at Camas*

Skyview*

7 p.m.

at Coeur
d’Alene (ID)

Stanwood

4 p.m.

at Mountain
View

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 4A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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3A GREATER ST. HELENS LEAGUE
PROJECTED FINISH

Picks by Columbian sports staff

1

MOUNTAIN VIEW: The Thunder’s

depth stands out with 16 starters
returning plus a handful of others
who have varsity experience.

2

KELSO: The Hilanders can go far with
their size and strength up front and a
dynamic group of skill players.

3

EVERGREEN: Elite speed and
D-I talent in the trenches define
the Plainsmen’s identity.

4

PRAIRIE: New coach Will Ephraim is
a defensive guru and likes what he
sees from the Falcons’ unit so far.

5

HERITAGE: Player departures via
transfer and a coaching change have
the Timberwolves starting anew.

BIGGEST GAMES
SEPT. 30

VS.
7 p.m., McKenzie Stadium

OCT. 14

VS.
7 p.m., McKenzie Stadium

OCT. 21

VS.
4:30 p.m., McKenzie Stadium

Division I talent spread across competitive league

E

vergreen head coach
Christian Swain looks
around the 3A Greater
St. Helens League and
sees immense talent, with
several players commanding attention from Division
I college programs.
At Kelso, running back
Conner Noah (Nevada) and
offensive lineman Brady
Phillips (Air Force) have
already committed ahead of
their senior seasons.
Mountain View defensive
back Kyle Chen holds offers
from Penn State, Minnesota, Colorado, Army, Air
Force, Princeton and Yale.
Receiver/defensive back
Jacob Martin recently received a preferred walk-on
offer from Idaho.
Evergreen receiver/defensive back Jonathan Landry’s
list of offers includes
Virginia, Nevada, UNLV, Air
Force and Army. Ahead of
his junior season, offensive
lineman Fox Crader has
Power Five offers from Miami, Oregon and Washington, among others.
That talent, combined
with a mix of veteran head
coaches and newcomers
Chase Smith (Heritage)
and Will Ephraim (Prairie),
should make for a fun, competitive league.
“You’ve got guys all up
and down the league that
are college prospects and, I
think, really good coaches
— guys that have been
around a long time that run
good programs,” Swain
said. “The 3A is going to
be really, really tough this
year. I think it’s going to be a
dogfight every week.”
Mountain View and Kelso
finished first and second,
respectively, in 2021. A
key, 20-17 Thunder win at
Kelso’s Schroeder Field

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

Prairie and Mountain View captains meet at midfield for the coin toss before a game last
year. Mountain View has won the 3A GSHL title five of the past six years.
helped them earn their fifth
league title in six years.
In 2019, Kelso’s 29-28
win in Vancouver clinched
a playoff berth for the Hilanders and was part of the
reason why Mountain View
missed the postseason.
This season’s Oct. 14
matchup at McKenzie
Stadium could once again
determine the pecking order at the top of the league.
Mountain View’s combination of depth and
experience is turning heads
around the league.
“The skill group is really
good, maybe the best Adam
(Mathieson) has ever had
since he’s been there, and
he’s had some really good
ones,” Kelso coach Steve
Amrine said. “We always
have a good battle with
them. It’s been a war.”
Multiple 3A GSHL coaches called Kelso the team to
beat, including Mountain
View’s Mathieson, citing

the Hilanders’ strong play at
the line of scrimmage led by
Phillips, Dom Kemp, Payton
Stewart and Koda Woodard,
in addition to a workhorse
running back in Noah.
While Evergreen finished
fifth in the 2021 league
standings, the Plainsmen believe they can
climb higher with a team
led by receivers Landry,
LaDaimien McCord and
Arthur Ban, running back
Shaudez Grant and quarterback Jayden Crace, who was
Evergreen’s starter last year
as a sophomore. Crader,
Koby Kast and Steve Canda
anchor Evergreen’s line.
New head coaches at
Prairie and Heritage have
plenty of familiarity in
the 3A GSHL. Ephraim
was Heritage’s defensive
coordinator prior to getting
hired at Prairie. The Falcons
have the pieces to build a
stout defense with defensive
back Alex Ford, defensive

lineman/linebacker Colby
Majewski and linebackers
Ernesto Espinosa and Pierson Lameh.
“I’ve coached against
coach Ephraim and I know
his defensive squads have always been tough and really
aggressive,” Swain said.
Smith has been on Heritage’s staff since 2015 under
prior head coaches Dennis
Moody and Matt Gracey.
That familiarity should
serve the Timberwolves’
well, as will selfless leaders
like senior defensive end/
tight end Dillon Alexander,
and multi-year senior starters Austin Steinbach and
Tate Steinbach.
“This (league) is going
to be extremely competitive, almost as if we’re going
to beat up on each other,”
Smith said. “All the coaches,
we all have a good respect
for each other, and we’re
bringing our players ready
to play.”
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EVERGREEN PLAINSMEN
With speed and talent, Plainsmen set to bounce back

LAST SEASON

3-6, 0-4 fifth in 3A GSHL

W

BEST STATE FINISH
Champion in 2004

QB
WR/DB
WR/DB
RB/DB
WR/TE
OL/DL
OL/DL
OL/DL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Jayden Crace
Jonathan Landry
LaDaimien McCord
Shaudez Grant
Arthur Ban
Fox Crader
Koby Kast
Steve Canda

6-1, 210
5-11, 175
5-11, 165
5-10, 175
6-5, 190
6-6, 275
6-5, 265
6-2, 270

jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
jr.

Coach: Christian Swain (fourth year, 11-14)

COACH SPEAK
“Christian (Swain) is going into his fourth
year, and you start establishing your culture
a little bit, you start establishing, schematically, what it is that you are. ... Obviously it’s
a game that the community circles as an
important one, historically, with Mountain
View and Evergreen, so those are always fun
games as well. They’ll continue to build that
program up. I’m sure they’ll have a good year
as well.” — Mountain View coach
Adam Mathieson on Evergreen

McKenzie
Stadium
Near Evergreen HS,
2205 NE 138th Ave.,
Vancouver

ith a culture firmly established and a full offseason
to develop, Evergreen is
excited to see how it all translates to the field.
The Plainsmen were “buzzing” after the 2019 season,
according to head coach
Christian Swain. They made
the state preliminary round and
narrowly missed a trip to the 3A
state playoffs in a 36-34 loss to
Garfield.
That was Swain’s first year
as coach. Without a traditional
offseason in each of the next two
years during the pandemic, the
program’s growth was somewhat stunted. But they’ve used
the time since the 2021 season
ended to their advantage.
“These kids love being at Evergreen, they take a lot of pride
in being a part of our program
and I’m just really proud of how
hard they’ve worked and what
they’ve done to get better in the
offseason,” Swain said. “(We’re)
looking forward to showing
everybody else in the fall.”
The Plainsmen attended
University of Idaho’s team camp
in June, and had seven players
named to the all-camp team out
of 16 teams. It’s indicative of the
team’s talent pool, which rivals
any other team in the 3A GSHL.
Headlining the group is threeyear starter Jonathan Landry,
a reigning 3A GSHL all-league
first team selection at cornerback, who currently holds

TIM MARTINEZ/The Columbian

Evergreen returns quarterback Jayden Crace, who started as a sophomore last season.
Division I offers from the likes
of Virginia, Nevada and UNLV,
among others.
He’ll be part of an offense
with returning junior quarterback Jayden Crace, senior running back Shaudez Grant, and
a receiving corps that includes
junior Arthur Ban and senior
LaDaimien McCord. McCord,
along with senior quarterback
Khalil Osbin, transferred from
Heritage in the offseason.

“We’re a really, really fast
team speed-wise,” Swain said.
“Jon Landry is running the
low 4.5 (second 40-yard dash),
LaDaimien McCord ran a
4.46 at the University of Idaho,
Shaudez Grant ran a 4.56, James
Bethune, who’s only going to
be a sophomore, has run in
the high 4.4s. We’re really fast,
probably the fastest team I’ve
ever had.”
Then, there’s Evergreen’s

up-and-coming line group.
Among the six sophomores
who started for Evergreen last
season were linemen Steve
Canda and Fox Crader, who
has offers from Miami plus
a handful of Pac-12 schools
including Oregon and Washington. Additionally, senior
Koby Kast, one of Evergreen’s
starting tackles, is returning
from a season-ending ACL
injury last September.

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Eisenhower

at Hockinson

Kentlake

at Foss

Camas

at Heritage*

Prairie*

Kelso*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Mountain
View*

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 3A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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HERITAGE TIMBERWOLVES
LAST SEASON

2-7, 2-2, tied for third in 3A GSHL

B

BEST STATE FINISH

Preliminary round in 2007

TE/DE

PLAYERS TO WATCH

WR/LB
RB/LB
RB/LB
OL/DL
OL/DL
OL/LB

Dillon Alexander
Luke Melvin
Leo Lopez
Amari Lopez
Austin Steinbach
Tate Stienbach
Devin Wilmoth

6-2, 200
6-0, 160
5-10, 215
5-9, 170
6-0, 215
6-0, 215
5-9, 195

sr.
so.
jr.
so.
sr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Chase Smith (first year)

COACH SPEAK
“They have a lot of young guys, so they’re
going to be developing. They’re going to
struggle probably for the next couple years.
But again, I think Chase (Smith) has it on lock
and he’s going to really continue to grow that
program.” — Prairie coach Will Ephraim on
Heritage

McKenzie
Stadium
Near Evergreen HS,
2205 NE 138th Ave.,
Vancouver

Young team, new coach look to build toward future

uilding a foundation is
priority number one for the
Heritage Timberwolves.
The program isn’t quite starting from scratch. But after the
school parted ways with former
coach Dennis Moody and a
number of players transferred
to other GSHL teams, including Evergreen, Mountain View,
Prairie and 4A Union, Heritage
looks significantly different
than it did one year ago.
First-year head coach Chase
Smith is a familiar face to help
usher in a new era. Smith has
been on the Timberwolves’
staff since 2015, and although
he said he envisioned being a
head coach later in his career,
he heard from numerous players in the program who voiced
their support in him taking
over the job.
Smith and the rest of the
coaching staff have a clear
vision of what the foundation
should look like. They have
some experienced, multi-year
starters returning, including
senior linemen Austin Steinbach, Tate Steinbach and Devin
Wilmoth, senior Dillon Alexander (defensive end/tight end)
and sophomore Luke Melvin
(wide receiver/linebacker) to
build with.
“We want to make sure that
all of our players have great
characters and we’re teaching
them what that means,” Smith
said. “Part of our plan is to

TIM MARTINEZ/The Columbian

Heritage linemen try to open a running lane on the first day of football practice on Aug. 17.
get our kids to truly believe in
themselves, and understand
that they belong, both academically and physically on the
football field.
“What’s great about it is, this
summer they’ve really turned
and started to believe in that.”
Alexander has “come a long
way since his freshman year”
when Smith was his coach, and
going into this season, “is working to be on the field as much
as he can this year to enjoy

every moment with his team
and the brothers he started
with,” Smith said.
Although Melvin has only
one year of high school football
under his belt, coaches have noticed the incoming sophomore
consistently outworking many
of the upperclassmen.
The linebacker group will
include brothers Leo Lopez
(junior) and Amari Lopez
(sophomore), both of whom are
expected to make an impact

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

Hudson’s Bay

at Stadium

Battle Ground

at Skyview

at Kelso*

Evergreen*

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

at East Valley
(Yakima)

4:30 p.m.

8 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

while playing together at
Heritage for the first time this
season.
In what figures to be a challenging 3A GSHL, Smith believes competition will be tough
among all five teams. Heritage
is embracing it.
“We know we can and will
compete with every team on
our schedule,” Smith said. “We
do not shy away from any challenge as we know it will only
make us better.”

FRI., OCT. 21

Mountain
View*
7 p.m.

FRI., OCT. 28

at Prairie*
7 p.m.

*-denotes 3A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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KELSO HILANDERS
Talented team embraces tough early-season schedule

LAST SEASON

8-3, 3-1, second in 3A GSHL,
reached state round of 16

U

BEST STATE FINISH
Champion in 1983

RB/DB
RB/LB
WR/DB
WR LB
OL/DL
OL/DL
OL/DL
OL/DL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Conner Noah
Judah Calixte
Zeke Smith
Cale Franzen
Brady Phillips
Dom Kemp
Payton Stewart
Koda Woodard

5-11, 200
5-11, 210
6-0, 170
6-0, 180
6-2, 280
6-0, 255
6-7, 230
6-3, 280

sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
sr.

Coach: Steve Amrine (10th year, 54-37)

COACH SPEAK
“They don’t sit down for anyone. They are
going to bring everything they have (in) every
game, and if they make a mistake, it’s really
hard to tell. They’ve got great poker faces.
That team is all about execution and being
physical. We look forward to that this year.”
— Heritage coach Chase Smith on Kelso.

Schroeder
Field
Kelso HS,
1904 Allen Street,
Kelso

pperclassmen with
the Kelso Hilanders
experienced the thrill of
making the Class 3A state
playoffs in 2021, and they want
more.
Coming off of the condensed
spring 2021 season with a 2-4
record, the Hilanders took a
step forward last fall by finishing second in the 3A GSHL,
winning their state preliminary round game against Auburn Riverside before losing
to O’Dea in the first round of
state.
“You just see the confidence
and the knowledge of a lot
of these kids (who) played
in that spring season where
we kind of took our lumps a
little bit,” Kelso coach Steve
Amrine said. “But now looking back at it, it really has
propelled us, because they
had a really good year last
year, and now we’re hoping
to get the same again this
year.”
Kelso’s tradition of size and
strength in the trenches remains a key part of the team’s
identity, with a few multi-year
starters returning.
Senior offensive linemen
Brady Phillips and Dom Kemp
were both 3A GSHL all-league
first team selections last season. The experienced group
also features junior Payton
Stewart and senior Koda
Woodard, Kelso’s starting

center.
They’ll be blocking for
a dynamic group of skill
players, led by running back
Conner Noah, a Nevada
commit, wide receiver Zeke
Smith and running back Judah
Calixte.
While Noah should
command plenty of attention
from opposing defenses,
Amrine also cautioned
people against sleeping on
Calixte in the Hilanders’
backfield.
Calixte, also a first team, allleague linebacker, will be a key
piece of the Hilanders’ defense
alongside linebacker Cale
Franzen, linemen Phillips and
Stewart, plus defensive backs
Noah and Smith.
At quarterback, junior
Logan Hiatt and sophomore
Tucker Amrine are in the mix
to take over as starter
for graduated Hunter Letteer,
the 3A GSHL’s offensive player
of the year in 2021.
With seven starters
returning on offense and
defense, Kelso will be tested
early with a challenging
first four games against Timberline, Capital, Tumwater and
Camas.
“The toughest schedule
we’ve played since I’ve been
ELAYNA YUSSEN/for The Columbian
here for sure, no question,”
Kelso’s Conner Noah (3) celebrates a touchdown against the
Amrine said. “I’d argue as
Prairie Falcons in a game last year. Noah, a University of Nevada
tough a schedule as there is in
commit, is one of the top running backs in Southwest Washington.
the state.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Timberline

at Capital

Tumwater

at Camas

Prairie*

Heritage*

Othello

at Evergreen*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Mountain
View*

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

*-denotes 3A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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MOUNTAIN VIEW THUNDER
Experienced team to contend for another league title

LAST SEASON

7-3, 4-0, first in 3A GSHL,
reached state preliminary round

W

BEST STATE FINISH

Semifinals in 2001, 2002, 2018
QB/DB
WR/DB
WR/DB
WR/DB
RB/DB
RB/DB
RB/LB
OL
OL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Mitch Johnson
Kyle Chen
Jacob Martin
Aiden Nicholson
JJ Thompson
Akili Kamau
Porter Drake
David Tauscher
Adam Youkon

6-2, 185
6-1, 190
6-1, 175
6-2, 185
6-2, 170
6-0, 170
5-9, 190
6-3, 290
6-3, 280

sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
jr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Adam Mathieson (15th year, 90-51)

COACH SPEAK
“Mountain View has obviously been the gold
standard for 3A. They’ve been very successful
over a period of several years. I’ve got tremendous respect for coach (Adam) Mathieson
and the program he’s built over there. They’re
consistent, they’re disciplined, they’ve got
a lot of really good athletes.” — Evergreen
coach Christian Swain on Mountain View

McKenzie
Stadium
Near Evergreen HS,
2205 NE 138th Ave.,
Vancouver

inners of five 3A GSHL
titles in the last six
seasons, the Mountain
View Thunder have the look
of a team that will contend for
another.
Veteran experience, depth
at nearly every position and
familiarity between players and
coaches offer a good starting
point for the team to work from.
Mountain View has nine
starters returning on offense
and seven on defense, yet those
numbers only tell part of the
story, coach Adam Mathieson
said.
“We feel like we’ve got pretty
good depth,” Mathieson said.
“We bring back maybe not
(all) pure starters, but through
injuries and stuff, you had kids
play at different times in the
year. There’s not a position on
the field where we don’t have
someone that didn’t play varsity
in that position.”
On offense, 3A GSHL allleague players Mitch Johnson
(quarterback), receivers Kyle
Chen, Jacob Martin, Aiden
Nicholson and JJ Thompson,
plus offensive lineman David
Tauscher are part of a core
group of returners.
“When you have a lot of kids
who have played a lot of football
and have worn your colors
for a long time, then you have
a chance to do pretty well,”
Mathieson said.

Of Mountain View’s seven returning defensive starters, four
are in the secondary: cornerbacks Martin and Felix Cuevas,
rover Cash Cook and the free
safety Chen, who has offers
from Penn State, Minnesota
and Colorado, among others.
To illustrate just how deep the
Thunder are, junior Akili Kamau also has varsity experience
at cornerback, and Thompson, a
junior, started at free safety as a
freshman and half of his sophomore season until suffering a
broken collarbone.
Junior Porter Drake is back
as the team’s “Sam” linebacker/outside safety after missing
his sophomore season with a
knee injury. The Thunder are
replacing both starting middle
linebackers from last year,
though junior Ayden Denbo
rotated in as the team’s third
middle linebacker. Denbo will
step into the “Mike” role alongside “Will” linebacker Kedyn
Bolds, an incoming senior who
transferred from Heritage.
Bolds was an all-league
second team running back last
season as a junior. Senior offensive lineman Adam Youkon,
also a Heritage transfer, was
named to the all-league first
team last season.
Senior Kayden Miller and
sophomore Juan Pasillas are
also part of Mountain View’s
line group.

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

at Nooksack
Valley

Ridgefield

Union

at Hanford

Evergreen*

at Prairie*

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

JOSHUA HART/For The Columbian

Mountain View’s Aiden Nicholson spins away from a tackle after
making a catch for a touchdown in a 3A state preliminary game
against Seattle Prep last season. Nicholson is among several
returning all-league players for the Thunder.

THU., OCT. 6

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Kelso*

at Heritage*

at Richland

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 3A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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PRAIRIE FALCONS
LAST SEASON

6-4, 2-2, tied for third in 3A GSHL

I

BEST STATE FINISH

Quarterfinals in 1985, 1986, 1989

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Alex Juhl
6-3, 180
QB Braeden Slamp
5-10, 170
RB/DB Alex Ford
5-10, 180
OL/DL Benjamin Kapelka
6-4, 290
OL/DL Kaleb Watson
6-3, 255
DL/LB Colby Majewski
6-0, 210
RB/LB Pierson Lameh
5-11, 195
WR/DB Nathan Phongphouvanh 5-8, 165
QB

jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
sr.

Coach: Will Ephraim (first year)

COACH SPEAK
“I’m sure momentum will be flying high.
There’s always energy any time a new head
coach comes in. I thought (former head
coach Mike Peck) had gotten them to a pretty
good spot, they were 6-4 last year. … Another
talented, big club. Will (Ephraim) will do a
good job.” — Kelso coach Steve Amrine on
Prairie

District
Stadium
at Battle Ground HS
400 W. Main St.,
Battle Ground

New head coach excited about team’s potential

n the months following his
hiring as Prairie’s new head
coach, Will Ephraim has
been pleasantly surprised with
what he sees in the Falcons’
program.
Ephraim has coached
football in Clark County
since the early 2000s, most
recently as Heritage’s defensive coordinator, and a stint as
Seton Catholic’s head coach
(2015-18). Admittedly, he had
a preconceived notion of what
Prairie was about, but was
quickly corrected.
“To see them in action with
our spring and coming back
from (summer) camp, I’m impressed with their athleticism
... and just where they’re at,”
Ephraim said. “Coming into
it, I would hear, ‘Oh, they’re
these kind of athletes or this
and that.’ As I got to know
them, I realized, no, they’re not.
They’re actually pretty impressive.”
Four years removed from
its last 3A GSHL title in 2019,
Prairie expects to be right in
the thick of the league race.
As a former Oregon State
defensive back from 1991-94,
the head coach’s calling card is
defense. Earlier in the summer
while scrimmaging against
Columbia River, Ephraim
saw a balanced Falcons unit
flying to the ball and flashing
potential.
The group includes defen-

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

Prairie senior Nathan Phongphouvanh, right, is among returning players who have new head coach
Will Ephraim optimistic that the Falcons can compete for a postseason berth this season.
sive end/linebacker Colby
Majewski, linebackers Pierson
Lameh and Ernesto Espinosa,
a transfer from Heritage, and
defensive back Alex Ford,
who’s also a reigning 3A state
wrestling champion.
Offensively, two quarterbacks, juniors Braeden Slamp
and Alex Juhl, are competing
for the starting job.
Slamp was named the starter last season as a sophomore.

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

at Auburn

Hudson’s Bay

Battle Ground

at Union

at Kelso*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Juhl played last season at
Grants Pass (Oregon) before
transferring to Prairie midway
through the school year.
Whoever is named starter,
it’s a given the other will see
the field at another position.
“We have a good problem,”
Ephraim said. “We have two
quarterbacks who can start
anywhere.”
Prairie has senior experience on its line with the likes

THU., OCT. 6

Mountain
View*
7 p.m.

FRI., OCT. 14

at Corvallis
(Ore.)
7 p.m.

of Benjamin Kapelka and Kaleb Watson. The running back
corps, led by Ford and Lameh,
is the deepest group Ephraim
has ever seen in his coaching
career.
“This team has a lot of
potential,” Ephraim said. “We
haven’t reached it yet, but
that’s my job. ... I’m pretty excited about the potential that’s
here at Prairie. When we reach
it, it will be very noticable.”

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Evergreen*

Heritage*

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 3A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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2A GREATER ST. HELENS LEAGUE
PROJECTED FINISH

Picks by Columbian sports staff

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

RIDGEFIELD: Spudders look to stay
ahead after dethroning Hockinson.

WASHOUGAL: Panthers have one of

area’s top quarterbacks in Holden Bea.

HOCKINSON: In rare role as underdog,
Hawks look to rekindle recent glory.
MARK MORRIS: Monarchs hope to
build on breakthrough success.
COLUMBIA RIVER: Rapids expect to
be in the mix for a postseason berth.
WOODLAND: Fresh off state title,
new coach brings winning culture.
R.A. LONG: Experienced at skill

positions but young in the trenches.

HUDSON’S BAY: Coach Oliverio

returns to program he led to success.

BIGGEST GAMES
SEPT. 16

VS.
7 p.m., Ridgefield High

SEPT. 16

VS.
7 p.m., Kiggins Bowl

SEPT. 30

VS.
7 p.m., Ridgefield High

OCT. 28

VS.
7 p.m., Washougal High

RANDY L. RASMUSSEN/for The Columbian

Ridgefield’s Brayden Malella (11) is one of two quarterbacks who started last season for the league-champ Spudders.

Experienced QBs will make league competitive

T

here is a common
denominator among the
football teams in the 2A
Greater St. Helens League
this fall.
They all return experienced players at quarterback. Some return two.
Holden Bea of Washougal, the 2A GSHL first-team
all-league quarterback, is
back, as is Jarod Oldham of
Hockinson, the second-team
pick.
But also returning are
Adam Watts of Columbia
River, Shaun Mize of R.A.
Long, Dean Castillo of
Hudson’s Bay and Kellen
Desbiens of Mark Morris.
Ridgefield returns juniors
Brayden Malella and Logan
DeBeaumont, and Woodland has senior Drew Burns
and junior Brett Martynow-

icz back.
And that sets up the making of a very competitive
season in the 2A GSHL.
“In a lot of leagues, there
are the dominant teams, the
middle teams, and the teams
that struggle,” Washougal
coach Dave Hajek said. “And
I don’t think we’re going to
have teams that struggle
like most leagues. I can’t see
a team that hasn’t improved
with what they have coming
back.”
Last season, Ridgefield
ended Hockinson’s run of
seven consecutive league
titles and advanced to the 2A
state quarterfinals. Runnerup Hockinson won the Week
10 district crossover, while
third-place Mark Morris fell
to W.F. West 21-7. Fourthplace Columbia River had

the unenviable job of facing
state finalist Tumwater in
Week 10.
It’s a position River coach
Brett Smedley hopes to
avoid this season.
“We go into the year with
the goal of getting the top-3
spot in the league, and it’s a
really, really tough league
top to bottom,” Smedley
said. “Everybody plays a
little different. Everybody
has a different style and
a different attitude they
bring.”
The consensus among
league coaches is that
Ridgefield remains the team
to beat.
“Ridgefield is going to
be the top dog,” Woodland
coach Sean McDonald said.
“Anytime a league champion comes back with the

players they have, you have
to believe they are going to
have something good.”
Coaches also mentioned
Hockinson as a perennial
playoff contender.
“And then after that,
it’s really kind of up in the
air,” R.A. Long coach Jon
Barker said. “It’s going to
be interesting. It’s a war of
attrition. It’s who can stay
the healthiest.”
The last time the 2A
GSHL champion was not
undefeated in league was
Hockinson in 2016.
“It’s going to be a fun
year, Hajek said. “It’s going
to be battles each week. And
I wouldn’t be surprised if
we don’t get to the end of
the season and the league
champion doesn’t have a
loss.”
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COLUMBIA RIVER RAPIDS
Injuries last year let players earn valuable experience

LAST SEASON

3-7, 3-4, tied for fourth in 2A GSHL,
reached state preliminary round

A

BEST STATE FINISH
Semifinals in 2002

QB/DB
WR/LB
OL/DL
OL/DL
OL/DL
WR/DB
WR/DB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Adam Watts
Satchel Baskette
Ezra Bailey
Diego Carrion
Keegan Davenport
Thomas Blau
Jakobi Fobbs

5-10, 175
6-1, 175
6-2, 300
5-11, 230
6-3, 195
5-10, 165
5-9, 155

sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
sr.

Coach: Brett Smedley (fourth year, 9-16)

COACH SPEAK
“Columbia River always puts together a tough
team, and even when they have down years,
they’ve played us really tough. So we need to
really gear up for Columbia River.”
— Hockinson coach Clint LeCount on
Columbia River

John O’Rourke
Field
On the campus of
Columbia River High,
800 NW 99th St.,
Vancouver

year ago, during preseason
workouts, Columbia River
coach Brett Smedley spoke
to players on the sidelines
watching the first-teamers on
the field.
“We told some of those
sophomores ‘hey, if someone
gets hurt, you’re up.’ ” Smedley recalled. “And I’m a firm
believer now that what you put
out there in the universe a lot
of times will happen.”
River’s 2021 season was
riddled with injuries to key
performers, leading Smedley
to depend on inexperienced
reserves.
“So those guys got a baptism by fire, and now they are
juniors coming in with some experience, with a work ethic and
understanding of what it takes,”
Smedley said. “So I think it will
be a fun year for them.”
Smedley compared his
defense to the group from
the 2020-21 COVID season
— a unit that took its lumps as
juniors in 2019 to bounce back
the next season to hold opponents to 13 points per game
as seniors.
“This team is following that
same track,” Smedley said.
“They had some rough spots
last year, and there are going
to be some growing pains this
year, as there always are at the
start of the season. But I think
you’re going to see a really
good defense.”

FILES/The Columbian

Quarterback Adam Watts aims to help Columbia River earn its 11th straight postseason berth.
And that will give the
offense, led by senior quarterback Adam Watts, a chance to
put the Rapids in position to
win games this fall.
“Adam Watts 100 percent
loves football,” Smedley said.
“We had 7-on-7s this summer
and Adam would get in his
reps at QB. And then he would
go play receiver. And then he
would line up at running back.

And then we’re on defense,
and you’d see him over there
playing corner, playing safety.
The kid just wants to be on the
field. He wants reps. He wants
to compete.”
Smedley believes River’s
depth will mean Watts won’t
have to do it all this fall, putting
River in position to reach the
postseason for an 11th straight
season in which there was a

postseason.
“I really feel like with the
quarterback we have, and the
coaching staff we have, going
on four years together, we have
a really good chance at getting
that,” he said. “You have to get
some breaks. The ball has to
bounce your way sometimes.
But the work is being put in
right now to have those things
go our way if that happens.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Foss

Skyview

Mark Morris*

at Woodland*

R.A. Long*

Hockinson*

at Ridgefield*

Washougal*

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Hudson’s
Bay*
7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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HOCKINSON HAWKS
LAST SEASON

7-3, 6-1, second in 2A GSHL,
reached state round of 16

T

BEST STATE FINISH

Champion in 2017, 2018

QB/DB
RB/LB
WR/CB
WR/LB/K
OL/DL
OL/DL
RB/DL
RB/LB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Jarod Oldham
Tyler Lytle
Enzo Oliverio
John Charles
Drew Thelen
Joey Koenig
Nelson Thompson
Jake McKee

6-2, 170
6-1, 190
5-8, 150
6-0, 160
6-2, 210
6-2, 250
6-0, 175
5-6, 140

sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
so.

Coach: Clint LeCount (second year, 7-3)

COACH SPEAK
“I think it goes without saying that …
Hockinson has been doing it well for
a long time.” — Hudson’s Bay coach
Mark Oliverio on Hockinson

Nautilus
Field
at Hockinson HS.
16819 N.E. 159th St.
Hockinson

Three-year starting QB makes Hawks tough to beat

he 2021 fall football season
got off to a rocky start for
the Hockinson Hawks.
Because of a tough early
schedule and a bye week, the
Hawks didn’t get their first win
until Week 4, the program’s
worst start since 2010.
But then led by quarterback
Jarod Oldham, the Hawks got
on track.
“We had one of our worst
games that we’ve had since
I’ve been here when we lost
to Ridgefield 35-0” in Week 3,
head coach Clint LeCount said.
“But that was a huge game for
Jarod, because he had to flush
that and come back from it.
After that game, we reeled off
seven straight wins. He really
found his confidence in the
pocket, found his patience and
really started trust his reads.”
Oldham brought that
confidence into the offseason,
LeCount said, having an outstanding team camp at Central
Washington.
Oldham will play a big role
for the Hawks, who graduated
a talented senior class after last
season with six Hawks moving
on to college program this fall.
“We lost of ton of experience, and those guys are nearly
impossible to replace,” LeCount
said. “But in high school football, that’s the way it is. You’ve
got to reload, give kids a chance
to play, see what they respond to
and ask kids to respond.”

TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian

After Hockinson started last season 0-2, quarterback Jarod Oldham (18) found his rhythm and
led the Hawks to seven straight wins and a berth in the Class 2A state playoffs.
But the Hawks also have
talent returning, led by senior
Tyler Lytle. Lytle was an allleague first-team pick on the
defensive line, where LeCount
said he was “unblockable.”
“But with the depth we have,
we’re moving him to inside
linebacker so he can get after
people,” LeCount said. “He’s
taken that on really well. He
was the linebacker at the camp

we went to at Central Washington, and he’s still learning the
position.”
The Hawks also plan on
utilizing the speed of Enzo Oliverio at wide receiver. Oliverio
placed fifth in the state in the
100 meters in track last spring.
And senior John Charles,
a first-team all-leaguer as a
kicker, will be doing a lot more
this fall. Charles had a break-

out game at Mark Morris last
fall, rushing for 132 yards and
two touchdowns and catching a
33-yard touchdown pass.
But leading the way will be
Oldham, a three-year starter.
“He knows this offense as
well as any quarterback not
named Canon Racanelli,”
LeCount said, referring to
the quarterback who led the
Hawks to a state title in 2017.

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at La Center

Evergreen

at Ridgefield*

at R.A. Long*

Woodland*

Mark Morris*

Hudson’s Bay*

at Washougal*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Columbia
River*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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HUDSON’S BAY EAGLES
Coaches who have won at Bay team up this season

LAST SEASON

1-7, 1-6, tied for seventh in 2A GSHL

H

BEST STATE FINISH

Quarterfinals in 1999

QB
RB/DB
RB/LB
WR/CB
OL/DL
OL/DL
WR/LB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Dean Castillo
Mateo Verona
Talan Leon Guerrero
Rafael Bauman
David Hoang
Jake Hildebrand
Mykell Gipson

6-4, 205
5-8, 180
5-7, 195
5-10, 150
5-8, 205
5-9, 210
5-5, 140

sr.
sr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
so.
sr.

Coach: Mark Oliverio (second year, 5-4 in 2016)

COACH SPEAK
“(Bay) will always be one to watch because
they always have a ton of talent. They’ve got
a bunch of athletes there and real good size.
They are one to not sleep on.” — Hockinson
coach Clint LeCount on Hudson’s Bay.

Kiggins Bowl
Near the campus of
Discovery Middle
School,
800 E. 40th St.,
Vancouver

udson’s Bay has had two
winning seasons in the past
20 years.
But this year, the Eagles will
have both coaches who led Bay
to those winning seasons working together.
Mark Oliverio, who was
Bay’s head coach for two
seasons — including the 5-4
campaign in 2016 — returns as
head coach this fall.
Ray Lions, who succeeded
Oliverio and coached Bay for
five season — including the
6-5 playoff year of 2017 — is
back as defensive coordinator
after deciding to give up the
head coaching reins after last
season.
“I’m back at Bay, back home
for me,” Oliverio said. “It’s a
homecoming. I’m excited to be
there. It’s very familiar. I get an
opportunity to work with Ray
(Lions) again. I’ve talked about
doing something like this for a
long time, and the opportunity
presented itself.”
Oliverio left Bay reluctantly
in 2016 after a job opportunity took him to Ohio. But the
pandemic brought him back
to Vancouver and eventually
to Bay after coaching at Battle
Ground last fall.
“COVID has thrown us a few
curveballs, but this is one of the
blessings that came from it,”
Oliverio said. “I’ve still got the
job, and I’m back home. We like
to say you never know how the

JOSHUA KIRSHENBAUM/Longview Daily News

Hudson’s Bay senior Dean Castillo, who split time at quarterback last season, is a full-time starter.
ball is going to bounce, but this
one bounced in my favor.”
Now Oliverio is hoping to get
the ball bouncing in the Eagles’
favor. He likes the foundation
of talent Bay has returning, led
by senior Dean Castillo, who
threw for 614 yards and four
touchdowns last season in split
time at quarterback. Senior
Mateo Varona (five rushing
touchdowns) also returns, and
Rafael Bauman was top-four

sprinter in the 2A Greater St.
Helens League in track last
spring.
“And our big players are
good,” Oliverio said. “The key
for us is consistency and commitment. We’ve got to make
sure they’re ready to put in the
work day after day. But there
is no doubt that we have the
talent.”
And Oliverio has been impressed with the commitment

of his players his offseason.
“I like where we’re at,” he
said. “We’ve got a good group
of kids who have been working
hard. We’ve got to work hard to
be competitive. This is a very
competitive league, but I like
where we’re at. We’re trying to
move things in a positive direction. We’ve struggled the last
couple of years, but I like the
mentality of the kids. They’re
willing to do whatever it takes.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

THU., SEPT. 22

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Heritage

at Prairie

R.A. Long*

Ridgefield*

at Washougal*

Woodland*

at Hockinson*

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

8 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Mark
Morris*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Columbia
River*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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MARK MORRIS MONARCHS
LAST SEASON

5-5, 5-2, third in 2A GSHL,
reached state preliminary round

M

BEST STATE FINISH
Second in 1979

RB/DB
WR/DB
WR/DB
OL/DL
RB/LB
OL/DL
WR/DB
QB
TE/DL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Deacon Dietz
Kobe Parlin
Langston Bartell
Zack Ziegler
Justus McCann
Kyler Keith
Cade Warren
Kellen Desbiens
Carter Kiser

6-1, 190
6-1, 185
6-3, 175
6-0, 285
5-11, 190
5-11, 240
5-2, 150
5-9, 155
6-1, 200

sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
jr.

Coach: Shawn Perkins (20th year, 86-99)

COACH SPEAK
“Mark Morris is a ground-and-pound wing-T
team with some athletes. You have to be
ready for that game, or they’ll just run you
over, kind of like what they did to us last year.”
— Columbia River coach Brett Smedley on
Mark Morris

Longview
Memorial
Stadium
R.A. Long High
School
2903 Nichols Blvd.,
Longview

Monarchs look to continue momentum from 2021

ark Morris made the
playoffs for the first time
in eight years in 2021, and
the experience left the Monarchs hungry for more.
“Our kids are excited about
how we did last year,” said head
coach Shawn Perkins, who is
heading into his 20th season at
Mark Morris. “We got a little
taste of playoff action there,
and hopefully we get a little
more to eat in the playoffs.
We’re building on that.”
The Monarchs return 17
seniors this season, including
all-league players Deacon Dietz
and Kobe Parlin.
“Deacon Dietz is a kid to look
out for this year and see what
he can do,” Perkins said. “I
think he’s going to have a really
big year. He plays running back
and safety for us.
“And Kobe Parlin, I think
he’s going to have a big year,
catching the ball on the outside
and doing other things for us.”
Perkins said the Monarchs
averaged 60 players at summer
workouts, receiving a big boost
from last year’s success and to
have a normal offseason again.
“To say the least, it was really
nice to do that,” Perkins said of
the offseason. “We didn’t have
to wear masks or to be outside
for every workout or those
kinds of things. It was really
nice to do some scrimmages
and interact by doing some

ELAYNA YUSSEN/for The Columbian

Deacon Dietz (4) is one of 17 Mark Morris seniors who return from a team that earned the program’s
first postseason berth since 2013. Dietz and teammate Kobe Parlin earned all-league honors.
team-bonding things. It’s been
fun to see our kids grow as a
team that way.”
The Monarchs got off to a
slow start last season before
winning five of their next seven
to finish third in the 2A Greater
St. Helens League.

With non-league openers
against Battle Ground and
Astoria (Ore.), Mark Morris
is looking to start strong and
continue what they started in
2021.
“The season we had last year
really got our kids moving and

grooving again,” Perkins said.
“They were talking about that
all winter, spring and summer.
They are hoping to make some
noise and do some things. We
just have to stay healthy, play
hard and do what we have to do
to make those things happen.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Battle
Ground

Astoria (Ore.)

at Columbia
River*

at Washougal*

Hudson’s Bay*

Ridgefield*

at Hockinson*

Woodland*

at R.A. Long*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game
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R.A. LONG LUMBERJACKS
LAST SEASON

2-7, 1-6, tied for seventh in 2A GSHL

R

BEST STATE FINISH
First round in 2010

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Shaun Mize
5-11, 170
RB/S
TraMayne Jenkins 5-10, 175
WR
Koyn Williamdyke 5-11, 160
WR/S Aizik Rothwell
6-0, 150
WR/LB Theodore Mauricio 6-0, 175
WR/LB/K Layne Oberloh
6-1, 175
OL/LB Gabe Tootoosis-Didier 5-10, 200
FB
Jaxon Pleas
5-11, 175
QB

sr.
so.
jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Jon Barker (third year, 2-12)

COACH SPEAK
“R.A. Long came down and did 7-on-7 with us
this summer in July. They’re fired-up. There’s
a lot of excitement, a lot of energy. I wouldn’t
be surprised if they’re in a fistfight every
week.” — Ridgefield coach Scott Rice on
R.A. Long

Longview
Memorial
Stadium
R.A. Long High
School
2903 Nichols Blvd.,
Longview

Lumberjacks work on building depth, consistency

.A. Long lost its X-factor
to graduation, but the
Lumberjacks hope to make
its foes try to solve for Y and Z
this season.
“Jamond Harris is at (Pacific
Lutheran) now, and he was our
X-factor guy,” head coach Jon
Barker said. “This year, we
really don’t have an X-factor
per se, but our overall team
rating — if you want to talk in
Madden terms — is better. We
just don’t have the one star we
had last year. But that should
help us. We can spread the ball
out more.”
Quarterback Shaun Mize
returns with several capable
receivers to throw to, including Koyn Williamdyke, Aizik
Rothwell and Layne Oberloh.
TraMayne Jenkins returns
at running back after a solid
freshman campaign.
“Our big question mark
will be on the offensive line,”
Barker said. “We will be really
young up front. We graduated
our entire starting offensive
line. I feel really good about
our skills, but we have a lot of
learning to do on the O-line.”
The Lumberjacks opened
the season 2-1 last year before
dropping their last six games.
And a lack of depth played
a big role in the late season
slide.
“That’s the thing that really
bugged us last year,” Barker

Photo courtesy of LONGVIEW DAILY NEWS

R.A. Long senior quarterback Shaun Mize returns to a team that started last season 2-1 before
injuries took their toll on the Lumberjacks.
said. “I don’t need 1s and 2s; I
need 1s and 1.5s. And that’s a
coaching emphasis for us this
year. We are going to try to
build depth in our positioning
so if somebody goes down,
it doesn’t completely derail
what we are doing. Last year at
Washougal, Jamond got hurt,
and that was a test that we

weren’t quite ready for.”
Barker, now in his third
season at R.A. Long, is trying
to build some consistency in a
program that saw a revolving
door of coaches in the years
before he took over in the
COVID season of 2021.
“Last year, we started the
season 2-1, and then we had

injury stuff come up,” Barker
said. “And we had some
mental focus stuff come up
that hurt us in games. We
are getting stronger in those
regards and more familiar
with the system we run. And
the kids trust each other
more. That’s going to pay
dividends.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Castle Rock

at Franklin
Pierce

at Hudson’s
Bay*

Hockinson*

at Columbia
River*

at Woodland*

Washougal*

at Ridgefield*

Mark Morris*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

8 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game
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RIDGEFIELD SPUDDERS
LAST SEASON

11-1, 7-0, first in 2A GSHL,
reached state quarterfinals

S

BEST STATE FINISH
Champion in 1995

QB
QB
TE/LB
OL/LB
WR/DB
OL/DL
WR/DB
RB/LB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Brayden Malella
Logan DeBeaumont
Brody Masterson
Wyatt Bartroff
Isaiah Cowley
Daniel McDonnell
Landon Kelsey
Mason Wright

5-8, 125
5-10, 147
6-0, 190
6-1, 225
5-8, 166
6-1, 225
6-1, 167
5-8, 132

jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
so.
jr.

Coach: Scott Rice (fourth year, 21-7)

COACH SPEAK
“Ridgefield is going to be the top dog.
Anytime a league champion comes back with
the players they have, you have to believe
they are going to have something good.”
— Woodland coach Sean McDonald on
Ridgefield

Ridgefield
Stadium
at Ridgefield High,
2630 S. Hillhurst Rd.,
Ridgefield

QB competition shows depth of talent in program

cott Rice has the same
problem he had at the start
of last season.
But this season it’s an even
better problem to have.
Ridgefield opened the 2021
season splitting time at quarterback between sophomores
Brayden Malella and Logan
DeBeaumont before turning the
job over to Malella in Week 3.
But when Malella got hurt in
Week 5, DeBeaumont stepped
in and led the Spudders to their
first state quarterfinal appearance since winning a state title
in 1995.
Now both players are back
healthy for their junior seasons,
and the competition will start
anew.
“Both worked really hard in
the weight room this winter,”
Rice said. “They both were
throwing 7-on-7s in spring and
summer. It’s going to be tough.
They are going to be two good
quarterbacks who finished with
almost identical numbers by the
end of the year. I think it’s going
to be really fun to watch them
compete.”
Malella in five games passed
for 1,109 yards and 15 touchdowns. DeBeaumont, in 12
games with seven starts, passed
for 1,784 yards and 21 touchdowns.
“Luckily, they both really like
each other,” Rice said. “They
have a great relationship. Who-

ELAYNA YUSSEN/for The Columbian

Ridgefield senior Isaiah Cowley (1) led the Spudders with 569 receiving yards last season.
ever takes the field on Sept. 2 is
going to have the full support of
the guy behind him.”
While the Spudders graduated 18 seniors from last year’s
squad, the fact that they won
every one of their regular season games by at least 26 points
provided Rice with the opportunity to get younger players
on-field experience.
“The cupboard is definitely
not bare,” Rice said. “I think
it will take a couple of weeks
to get our feet underneath us,

but we made some really good
progress through spring ball.
We spent a couple of days up in
Tumwater and got the chance
to compete with some good
2A, 3A and 4A teams. We were
able to get some of those early
struggles out of the way without
it being against WF West (in
Week 1).”
In his fourth season in Ridgefield, Rice has the Spudders
on an upward trajectory, going
6-5 in his first year, 4-1 in his
second and 11-1 last year.

His plan is not to deviate
from that path in 2022.
“We will have a similar identity on both sides of the ball,”
Rice said. “We’re not going to
be a Wing-T team this year. …
We’ll just be finding ways to put
guys in positions to make big
plays to win games.
“The goal is not to go back to
being 4-5 again. It’s to be back
at 11-1, 12-1, hopefully 14-0,
hoisting that trophy in the next
few years. That’s the objective,
so get on board.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

THU., SEPT. 22

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

W.F. West

at Mountain
View

Hockinson*

at Hudson’s
Bay*

Washougal*

at Mark
Morris*

Columbia
River*

R.A. Long*

at Woodland*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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WASHOUGAL PANTHERS
LAST SEASON

3-6, 3-4, tied for fourth in 2A GSHL

BEST STATE FINISH
Semifinals in 1974

QB
LB
RB/S
OL/DL
WR/DB
WR/DB
RB/DB
OL/DL
WR/DB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Holden Bea
Garrett Mansfield
Liam Atkin
Jose Alvarez IV
Sam Evers
Jayson Graham
William Cooper
Zachary Phillips
Blake Mattern

6-2, 185
5-11, 195
5-11, 170
6-2, 250
6-0, 165
5-11, 165
5-9, 175
6-1, 200
5-8, 160

jr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
jr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Dave Hajek (17th year, 64-85)

COACH SPEAK
“Washougal always puts together a tough
team. With (Holden) Bea back at QB and
healthy, they’re going to be dangerous. They
have some weapons around that kid, and he’s
a phenomenal athlete.” — Hockinson coach
Clint LeCount on Washougal

Fishback
Stadium
at Washougal
HS, 1201 39th St.,
Washougal

Talented QB Bea has many skilled players around him

E

ven after a 1-5 start, the
Washougal Panthers still
controlled their path to the
playoffs late last season.
But that chance was dashed
on a rainy night at Kiggins
Bowl, when quarterback Holden Bea was injured in the first
half of a 16-13 loss to Columbia
River in Week 8.
That loss has been driving
the Panthers this offseason.
“I think the kids are a little
bit hungry,” Washougal head
coach Dave Hajek said. “We
were a young team last year,
and I think we knew there
would be some growing pains.
You couple that with some of
our veterans got injured, so
then we had to throw a lot more
of our younger guys into the
mix. By the time we got to that
River game, we were starting
two freshmen on the offensive
line. And then our quarterback
got hurt in that game.”
Bea returns this fall after a
sophomore season that saw
him pass for 1,387 yards and 14
touchdowns in just 7.5 games,
earning first-team all-2A
Greater St. Helens Honors.
“He’s definitely our team
leader,” Hajek said of Bea.
“We have three or four leaders
who we bank on, and he’s one
of them. … He’s a three-sport
athlete. He’s a 4.0 student. He’s
as good as anyone I’ve seen at
quarterback.”
And Bea has a lot of return-

JOSHUA HART/For The Columbian

Washougal’s Holden Bea threw for 1,387 yards and 14 touchdowns last season as a sophomore.
ing talent around him.
“We only lost one or two
starters to graduation,” Hajek
said. “We have a vast majority
of starters back. Our depth,
because of last year, is so much
better than it was last year.
And then the kids who got into
action last year, it opened their
eyes, which led to an increase
in the participation over the
summer. And I think that’s
why we had our best summer
participation-wise at Washougal for quite a while.”
Senior Liam Atkin returns
at running back and safety
after missing about half of last

season with a broken hand.
“It would have helped quite a
bit to have him last year,” Hajek
said. “He would have helped us
defensively, but on offense, he’s
a weapon.”
Junior Sam Evers, a receiver and defensive back, also
returns after catching eight
TD passes in eight games as a
sophomore.
“And he missed having Holden Bea throwing to him the
last game-and-a-half,” Hajek
said. “He could have scored 10
to 12 touchdowns last year. He
has physically developed this
offseason.”

The Panthers return talent
and experience all over the
field, which has Hajek feeling good about the Panthers’
chances in the 2A GSHL.
“Last year, it seemed like every week we were scrambling
just to fill holes with kids who
weren’t quite ready to make
that jump from C-squad or
JV to the varsity level,” Hajek
said. “We had a lot of athletic
kids who we plugged into spots
where they weren’t used to
the speed or physicality of the
varsity game. But they learned
from that, which will make
them better this year.”

THU., SEPT. 1

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at River Ridge

Toppenish

at Woodland*

Mark Morris*

at Ridgefield*

Hudson’s Bay*

at R.A. Long*

Hockinson*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Columbia
River*
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game
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WOODLAND BEAVERS
LAST SEASON

State champion coach brings new strength to program

2-7, 2-5, sixth in 2A GSHL

S

BEST STATE FINISH
Second in 1982

OG/LB
WR/FS
OT/DE
RB/LB
QB/SS
QB/DB
WR/CB
WR/LB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Daeton Lofgren
Justin Philpot
Malcolm Karchesky
Elijah Andersen
Drew Burns
Brett Martynowicz
Landon Utter
Mateo Gutridge

5-10, 190
6-4, 190
6-1, 195
6-1, 175
5-10, 190
5-10, 155
5-10, 175
5-4,145

sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: Sean McDonald (first year)

COACH SPEAK
“I think (Sean) McDonald is going to come in
and run essentially the same offense he ran at
Kalama, spread everybody out and put their
best athlete at quarterback. ” — R.A. Long
coach Jon Barker on Woodland

Beaver
Stadium
at Woodland HS,
1500 Dike Access
Rd. Woodland

ean McDonald had aspirations in college of being a
strength and conditioning
coach, but circumstances led
him into teaching.
So when a nearby opportunity to be a weightlifting teacher
opened up, he jumped at it.
And that’s how a three-time
state championship coach at
Kalama became a first-year
coach at Woodland.
“It was a professional
decision,” McDonald said. “I
thought being a strength and
conditioning teacher would be
the next best thing. ... But also
it was going to a bigger school.
Woodland has great facilities,
and they have a lot of great
potential for growth.”
Now, McDonald is trying
to grow a football program
that has not reached the state
playoffs since moving up from
Class 1A to 2A in 2014.
“We kind of talked about this
idea of believing,” McDonald
said. “Believe in yourself.
Believe in your coaches. If we
believe and work hard and see
the potential that I see, then
we can do some good things.
I think as long as we stay
healthy, keep working like they
have been, a lot of good things
can happen.”
McDonald said the Beavers
had 70 players turn out for football, with about 20-30 turning
out daily for summer lifting.

FILES/The Columbian

At 6-foot-4, Woodland receiver Justin Philpot (11) is among the top returners for the Beavers.
“I’m excited about it; the
kids are excited,” he said. We
have good buy-in. We have
some good players with good
potential. It will be exciting to
see how we all put it together
on Game 1.”
The Beavers return both
players who split time at quarterback last season — senior

Drew Burns and junior Brett
Martynowicz, as well as some
returning receivers topped by
6-foot-4 senior Justin Philpot.
Senior first-team all-league
lineman Malcolm Karchesky
anchors the defense.
“We are going to increase
the expectations day by day,”
McDonald said. “Spring was

pretty — I wouldn’t say laid
back — but we were worried
more about them learning and
buying into the program. And
now we’re really going to start
holding kids accountable, taking those strides forward to be
a great program.”
And that all leads to a Week 1
matchup at Kalama.

THU., SEPT. 1

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

THU., OCT. 13

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Kalama

La Center

Washougal*

at Hockinson*

R.A. Long*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Hudson’s
Bay*

at Mark
Morris*

Ridgefield*

7 p.m.

Columbia
River*
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2A Greater St. Helens League game; times subject to change
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1A TRICO LEAGUE
PROJECTED FINISH

Picks by Columbian sports staff

1

LA CENTER:Winner of 10 Trico

2

CASTLE ROCK:Runner-up for past

3

SETON CATHOLIC:Graduated seniors

4

COLUMBIA - WHITE SALMON:Young

titles in last 12 years returns a ton of
talent.

two seasons looks to finally reach
Trico’s top.

leave holes to fill, but Cougars have
momentum.

team looking to move forward behind
physical group of linemen.

FILES/The Columbian

5

FORT VANCOUVER:20 seniors
bring much-needed continuity to an
improving program.

La Center’s game against Castle Rock on the final week of the regular season has decided the last two Trico titles.

6

KING’S WAY:In second season after

wo games tell the story
of how competitive the
Class 1A Trico League
was in 2021.
In the regular season
finale on Oct. 29, La Center
had to dig out of a 14-0 hole
before eventually beating
Castle Rock in a game that
decided the league title.
Two weeks earlier, Castle
Rock won a barnburner over
Seton Catholic, 42-40, in a
battle of teams that earned
the Trico’s second and third
postseason berths.
Can football fans expect
the same level of intensity in
the Trico League this season? La Center coach John
Lambert thinks so.
“We have a pretty tough
schedule,” Lambert said.
“Castle Rock is always
tough. Seton will be a challenge. You look at what they
did to Castle Rock last year.
It came right down to the

program reboot, Knights look to build
foundation.

BIGGEST GAMES
OCT. 7

VS.
7 p.m., Castle Rock High

Oct. 14

VS.
7 p.m., La Center High

OCT. 28

VS.
7 p.m., La Center High
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Race for postseason berths should be tense

T

end.”
The past two seasons, the
race for the league title also
came down to the end. In
both instances, La Center
topped Castle Rock to justify
its role as perennial league
favorite. The Wildcats have
won the Trico League 10 of
the past 12 years and once
again face Castle Rock in
the regular season finale
Oct. 28.
From Castle Rock’s perspective, La Center is both
a stubborn obstacle to the
Rockets’ title ambitions and
a model to measure their
own success.
“That’s always the team
to beat,” Castle Rock coach
Aaron Gehring said. “That’s
always the team we look
to compete with and go
against. The last two years
that we’ve been competing
for the league title has been
fun. We’ve been unsuccess-

ful, but that shows where
we have to get to compete
for a league title and make a
postseason run.”
Seton Catholic is riding high after earning the
first postseason berth in
program history at the now
10-year-old school.
“That kind of team is
dangerous,” Lambert said of
Seton Catholic. “Traditionally you’ve struggled, but then
you’re on your way up and
full of confidence. They’re
just looking for that one
signature win. If they beat
one of those teams in the top
10, then look out.”
The race for the Trico
League’s three postseason
berths comes with a caveat
this year. Stevenson, a Class
2B school that has opted up
to 1A, will play a split schedule between 2B and Trico
opponents. If the Bulldogs
win each of their four games

against Trico teams (King’s
Way, Fort Vancouver, Seton
Catholic and ColumbiaWhite Salmon) they will
earn the Trico’s No. 3 berth
and leave the rest of the
league to scramble for two
playoff spots.
The rest of the Trico
League is all aiming to build
positive momentum.
Fort Vancouver has 20
seniors, most of whom
are back from a team that
consistently improved last
year. The Trappers are
aiming for their first win
since 2019.
King’s Way Christian has
grown its numbers since
taking a one-year break to
focus on building its youth
programs. Now, after playing a six-game independent
schedule last season, the
Knights are focused on once
again establishing themselves in the Trico.

www.360preps.com

CASTLE ROCK ROCKETS
Fast defense fuels Rockets’ league-title aspirations

LAST SEASON

4-5, 3-1, second in Trico,
reached state preliminary round

T

he past two seasons have seen
Castle Rock finish runner-up
in the Trico League, one step
behind perennial favorite La
Center.
Whether this is the year the
Rockets boost to the top is unknown. But it’s clear Castle Rock
still has the talent to contend.
Lane Partridge and David
Garcia anchor perhaps the
league’s best corps of linebackers. The seniors were both
first-team all-league and, when
paired with a defensive backfield
that fl ies to the ball, will make
any points scored against the
Rockets hard-earned.
“They just play hard-nosed
football,” Rockets coach Aaron

BEST STATE FINISH
Champion in 1988

PLAYERS TO WATCH

WR/LB Lane Partridge
Sr.
OL/LB David Garcia
Sr.
RB/DB Chase Rusher
Sr.
QB/DB Trevor Rogan
So.
Coach: Aaron Gehring (fifth year, 18-15)

COACH SPEAK
“I don’t think they like us at all. ...
They are always motivated to bring
their A-game against us,” — La
Center coach John Lambert.

Gehring said. “They’re very intelligent. They like to fly around
and make plays. We have a lot of
team speed on defense.”
Partridge is also the Rockets
top returning receiver having
caught four touchdowns last
season. He and running back
Chase Rusher, a second-team
all-leaguer, will be go-to options
on offense.
And the Rockets are looking
for players to step up. That’s
necessary after graduating two
of the league’s best players in
quarterback Chance Naugle, the
Trico co-offense player of the
year, and defensive player of the
year Landon Gardner.
Gehring said Naugle and

Gardner set a tone that this
year’s team will try to match.
“They pushed the team to
strive and brought competition
every single day,” Gehring
said. “On Friday nights, they
could put the team on their
back.”
Sophomore Trevor Rogan is
vying to replace Naugle at quarterback, though the versatile
Rusher might also see some
playing time behind center.
In the defensive backfield,
brothers Tony Ibsen and Stephen Ibsen are both returning
second-team all-leaguers.
“Hands down, they’re pretty
close to our best tacklers,” Gehring said of the Ibsens. “Stephen

has a natural feel for the game.
Tony can get inside the box and
make a play.”
However this season unfolds,
Gehring believes the future is
bright at Castle Rock. The
25 freshmen are the biggest
incoming class he has seen
in his five years with the Rockets.
“You always push for a league
title and the postseason,”
Gehring said. “But overall being
successful means building up
young guys and overcoming
adversity. You want to put them
in a position where if something
goes wrong, they can adapt to
change, move forward and keep
building.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at R.A. Long

Kalama

Elma

at Montesano

at Fort*

Seton*

Columbia-WS*

at King’s Way*

at La Center*

COLUMBIA BRUINS
LAST SEASON

2-7, 1-3, fourth in Trico

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Michael Smith 6-1, 250
RB/DB Wesley White 5-11, 170
WR/DB Petey Schlegel 5-2, 125
WR/DB Avery Schalk
5-11, 145
Coach: Dan Smith (fifth year, 13-20)
OL/DL

Sr.
Jr.
Sr.

Sr.

COACH SPEAK
“They took it to us physically. It looks
like we ran away from them, but the
scoreboard can be deceiving.” —
Seton coach Dennis Herling

I

Young team thankful for full offseason of preparation

t’s hard to find a football
program in Southwest Washington that the COVID-19
pandemic impacted more than
Columbia-White Salmon.
For one, the virus forced head
coach Dan Smith to miss the first
half of last season.
More broadly, the young team
wasn’t able to use the school’s
weight room leading up to the
2021 season. The Bruins then
took their lumps, going 1-7.
This year, that group has
gotten stronger. Smith expects a

full year of weight training to pay
off, especially among a group of
starting linemen that averages
230 pounds.
“This is our second year of
being really young,” Smith said.
“Last year’s senior class was only
four. This year, it’s only six. With
the caveat of being young, last
season I started four freshmen.
They now have an entire season
under their belt.”
Michael Smith is one of the seniors who the Bruins are looking
toward to set the tone. At 6-foot-1,

250 pounds, Smith will be a threeyear starter at center, where he’ll
anchor the blocking schemes for
Columbia’s triple-option offense.
“We transitioned back to the
triple option because we knew
we’d be so young,” Dan Smith
said. “Then we’ll try to get our
numbers to where we can advance our gameplan.”
On the line, Smith will be
joined by Matthias Posini (6-1,
240) and Kraig Billette (5-10,
230), who each earned honorablemention Trico League honors.

Wesley White is the Bruins’ top
returning rusher. The secondteam all-league running back
rushed for three touchdowns last
season as a sophomore.
Avery Schalk is Columbia’s top
option at receiver, having averaged 18.3 yards over 11 catches
with two touchdowns.
“For us, our goal is ensuring
that we get guys excited because
we had that year of being without
football,” Dan Smith said. “We’re
hoping to be competitive for one
of those district spots.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Goldendale

at Stevenson

at Montesano

Elma

at Seton*

King’s Way*

at Castle Rock*

La Center*

Fort*
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FORT VANCOUVER TRAPPERS
LAST SEASON

20 seniors have stuck with it to turn around program

0-8, 0-4, fifth in Trico League

D

BEST STATE FINISH

Quarterfinals in 1973

OL/DL
WR/QB/DB
QB
OL/DL
WR/DB

PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kenan Weinmaster
Evan Mendez
Kaeleb Cvitkovich
Ryan Faumuina
Brayden Vilendre

6-5, 300
5-7, 140
5-11, 185
6-5, 320
5-7, 140

Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Jr.
Sr.

Coach: Doug Bilodeau (third year, 0-13)

COACH SPEAK
“Fort Vancouver, they’ll give everything
they’ve got to beat you. They don’t roll
over for anyone. They have that underdog
mentality,” — Seton Catholic coach
Dennis Herling on Fort Vancouver.

Kiggins Bowl
Near the campus of
Discovery Middle
School,
800 E. 40th St.,
Vancouver

oug Bilodeau can feel the
ship starting to turn at Fort
Vancouver.
The coach likens his football
program to a large naval vessel.
Changing direction doesn’t
happen quickly, especially for a
Trappers team whose struggles
over the past two decades are
well documented.
But Bilodeau believes Fort’s
course has started to turn. He
points to this year’s 20 seniors,
most of whom have stuck with
the program through two winless seasons.
Last year’s team showed
consistent improvement while
playing a second season as a
Class 2A school in the 1A Trico
League. The Trappers nearly
earned their first win since 2019
in the season finale, a hardfought 33-24 loss to Hoquiam.
Bilodeau believes this year’s
squad is well-positioned to build
on last season’s progress.
“Last year there was a lot of
optimism,” Bilodeau said. “They
enjoyed the competition and the
process of getting better each
week. If you have open heart
surgery, you don’t want the doctor telling you it’s their first one.
This year, we have guys who
know what needs to be done.”
First among those guys is
Kenan Weinmaster, a returning first-team all-leaguer. At
6-foot-5, 300 pounds, the senior
is among the most imposing

MICAH RICE/The Columbian

Fort Vancouver linemen Kenan Weinmaster, right, and Ryan Faumuina participate in a blocking drill
during a recent practice at Fort Vancouver High School.
linemen in Clark County and
is being recruited by multiple
colleges.
“When we run a sweep and
he’s out ahead as a pulling
guard, it has a psychological
effect,” Bilodeau said. “On those
plays, he might block a defensive back who is a lot smaller.”
Senior Kaeleb Cvitkovich is
vying to start at quarterback for
a third straight season, though
senior Evan Mendez is also

competing for the job.
Receiver/defensive back
Brayden Vilendre is entering
his fourth year with the program after earning honorablemention all-league honors last
season.
At 6-5, 320 pounds, junior
Ryan Faumuina adds more size
in the trenches for the Trappers.
While Fort hopes to notch a
win or two this year, Bilodeau
said his team is playing for

reasons not reflected on the
scoreboard.
“If you ask anybody who
played high school football what
the scores of their games were,
most can’t remember,” Bilodeau
said. “What they remember are
the happy, sad and funny experiences that happened. If we go
out and compete, look each
other in the eye and say we did
the best we can, what more can
you ask for?”

SAT., SEPT. 3

THU., SEPT. 8

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

SAT., OCT. 8

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Vashon
Island

at Hoquiam

Stevenson

Castle Rock*

Foss

5 p.m.

5 p.m.

1 p.m. #

at King’s Way
Christian*

at Seton
Catholic*

at ColumbiaWhite Salmon*

6 p.m.

St. Helens
(Ore.)

3 p.m.

7 p.m.

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 1A Trico League game, #-at Fort Vancouver High; times subject to change
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KING’S WAY KNIGHTS
LAST SEASON

0-6 playing independent schedule

K

BEST STATE FINISH

8-man quarterfinals in 2011

WR/LB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Alec Charlton
WR/LB Aidan Sweeney
QB
Brayden Schiefer
WR/DB Jamison Duke

5-11, 180
6-2, 180
6-0, 160
5-11, 170

Sr.
Sr.
Jr.
Sr.

Coach: Nick Mancillas (second year, 0-6)

COACH SPEAK
“It’s great to see them get their program back
up and running. We’re looking forward to having our rivalry game with them at the end of
the year,” — Dennis Herling, Seton Catholic
coach on King’s Way Christian.

King’s Way
Christian
High
3300 N.E. 78th
St. Vancouver

Rebooted program finding its footing back in Trico

ing’s Way Christian football
is back where it belongs.
After taking an entire
season off to reverse dwindling
high school turnout by focusing on youth programs, King’s
Way returned in 2021 playing
an independent schedule.
Now the Knights are back in
the Trico League. Second-year
head coach Nick Mancillas
couldn’t be happier.
“From the end of last year,
we as a coaching staff started
looking forward,” Mancillas
said. “We have a lot of returning kids. The excitement
is high from being back in
the Trico League where we
belong.”
Starting nearly from
scratch, the Knights had
growing pains during last
season’s 0-6 campaign. King’s
Way fielded a varsity team of
26 players, most of whom were
underclassmen.
This year, the varsity ranks
have swelled to more than 40.
“A lot of kids lost a year of
playing experience and that
showed,” Mancillas said. “But
even with some of the beatings, we took experience from
that.”
One area where that familiarity could show is in the
connection between quarterback Brayden Schiefer and his
receivers. The junior has three

FILES/The Columbian

King’s Way seniors such as Jamison Duke have helped renew the program after a year off in 2020.
targets back from last season
in senior Jamison Duke, senior Alex Charlton and senior
Aidan Sweeney, who was a
team captain last year.
“Consistency is a really big
thing,” Mancillas said. “Having the same coaches and the
same system is really big for
allowing these kids and this
program to grow.”

Among the most anticipated moments this year for
King’s Way is the return of its
rivalry game against Seton
Catholic in the regular-season
finale. As Clark County’s two
largest Christian schools, the
programs have shared much
history in the past decade,
including when they combined
for the 2016 season in an effort

to invigorate Seton’s thenstruggling program.
“If we can do it right as
schools and coaches, we can
make Seton versus King’s Way
a really big community event,”
Mancillas said. “I see families
coming out and tailgating together. It can be a really positive
rivalry instead of some of the
silliness you sometimes see.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

at Stevenson

at Ilwaco

Meridian

Bye

La Center*

at ColumbiaWhite Salmon*

Castle Rock*

at Seton
Catholic*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

6 p.m.

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

Fort
Vancouver*

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

6 p.m.

*-denotes 1A Trico League game; times subject to change
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LA CENTER WILDCATS
LAST SEASON

6-3, 4-0, first in Trico League,
reached state preliminary round

BEST STATE FINISH

Semifinals in 2016, 2017

OL/DL
RB/LB
WR/DB
OL/DL
K/LB
WR/LB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Ryan Kawalek
Jalen Ward
Levi Giles
Clayton Muffett
Ben Rembisz
Austin Nixon

6-3, 300
5-6, 180
5-9, 155
5-11, 230
6-0, 190
6-3, 175

jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: John Lambert (24th year, 164-75)

COACH SPEAK
“That’s always the team to beat. That’s
always the team we look to compete with
and go against. The last two years that we’ve
been competing for the league title has been
fun. We’ve been unsuccessful, but that shows
where we have to get to compete for a league
title and make a postseason run,” —Castle
Rock coach Aaron Gehring on La Center.

La Center
High
725 N.E.
Highland Rd.
La Center

Week 10 loss has returners hyped for postseason run

H

aving won the Trico
League 10 of the last 12
seasons, La Center football
knows how to build off a league
championship.
But head coach John Lambert sees this year’s team gaining the most from a setback
— a 42-20 loss to Montesano
in a Week 10 state preliminary
game.
“For a lot of them it was their
first significant varsity experience,” Lambert said. “They
now understand all that goes
into that. Montesano really
took it to us. They were better
coached and more prepared.
Our guys learned from that.”
The La Center team set to
take the field in 2022 is more
experienced, more talented
and has impact players within
every position group.
One standout is returning
Trico lineman of the year
Ryan Kawalek. At 6-foot-3, 300
pounds, the junior is head and
shoulders above most other
linemen in a league where
some teams have to put players
lighter than 200 pounds in the
trenches.
Kawalek is fully healthy after
having offseason knee surgery.
An injury limited him to only
offensive snaps last year.
“He’s just a big strong competitive dude,” Lambert said of
Kawalek.
Jalen Ward and Levi Giles

FILES/The Columbian

La Center’s Levi Giles, left, is a returning first-team all-leaguer and one of the Trico’s fastest players.
give La Center two returning
first-team all-leaguers at skill
positions. Ward, a junior, rushed
for 385 yards on 76 carries and
was a standout linebacker.
“He’s just an electric runner,”
Lambert said of Ward. “There
have been some weeks where
he’s had more sessions in the
weight room than there are
days. We’ve had to open it twice

for him.”
Giles, a senior, is one of the
quickest players in the Trico
League. He had 33 catches for
593 yards and seven touchdowns last season. He was
also the league’s best kick
returner, logging a 90-yard
kickoff return for a touchdown
in a Week 2 win over Woodland.

Sophomore Tru Feldman
takes over at quarterback, aiming to fill the big shoes of Trico
League MVP Darren Cepeda.
With the Wildcats being rich
in experience and talent, Feldman will have a deep supporting cast.
“When you have a lot of kids
coming back that’s like money
in the bank,” Lambert said.

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

SAT., SEPT. 24

FRI., SEPT. 30

SAT., OCT. 8

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Hockinson

at Woodland

at Kalama

Connell

7 p.m.

1 p.m.

Seton
Catholic*

Castle Rock*

7 p.m.

at Mount
Baker

at ColumbiaWhite Salmon*

7 p.m.

at King’s Way
Christian*
6 p.m.

2 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 1A Trico League game; times subject to change
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SETON CATHOLIC COUGARS
Cougars look to build on team’s first postseason berth

LAST SEASON

3-7, 2-2, third in Trico League,
reached state preliminary round

T

BEST STATE FINISH

Preliminary round in 2021

OL/DL
RB/LB
QB/LB
WR/DB

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Jackson Glassmire
Jacob Williams
Joe Callerame
Ryan Stuck

6-3, 240
5-9, 165
5-9, 165
6-0, 165

sr.
so.
so.
jr.

Coach: Dennis Herling (third year, 6-9)

COACH SPEAK
“That kind of team is dangerous. Traditionally
you’ve struggled, but then you’re on your way
up and full of confidence. They’re just looking
for that one signature win. If they beat one of
those teams in the top 10, then look out.” —
La Center coach John Lambert on Seton
Catholic

Seton
Catholic
9000 N.E.
64th Ave.,
Vancouver

he 2021 Seton Catholic
football team set a new
standard.
The Cougars earned the first
postseason berth in program
history. A senior class led by
Trico League co-offensive
MVP Lance Stuck brought a
work ethic to practice that paid
off on Friday night.
So how will Seton Catholic
build on last year’s success?
“The biggest key is not
getting complacent,” said
third-year head coach Dennis
Herling. “We’ve been preaching to guys that you’ve still
gotta earn it this year. They
have to make sure they keep
that drive and hunger for continuous success.”
Year-to-year improvement
has been consistent at Seton
Catholic ever since 2016, when
the program combined with
King’s Way Christian for one
year amid falling participation
numbers.
Now, Herling has more
than 50 players in the program.
“Guys are competing even
more now because there’s
healthy competition among
each other,” Herling said.
Among the internal competition is at quarterback. Sophomore Joe Callerame is looking
to win the job after throwing
for 1,302 yards and 14 touchdowns last season.
Third-year starter Jackson

TIM MARTINEZ/The Columbian

As a freshman, Joe Callerame helped quarterback Seton Catholic to its first postseason berth in
program history. This season, the Cougars are looking to maintain that momentum.
Glassmire anchors both the
offensive and defensive lines.
The 6-foot-3, 240-pound senior
earned second-team all-league
honors on both sides of the
ball.
Sophomore Jacob Williams
will be a go-to option in the
backfield having rushed for

241 yards and five touchdowns
last season. He was also a
second-team all-league linebacker.
Herling hopes this year’s
group builds on the foundation set by last season’s
groundbreaking senior
class.

“The biggest takeaway from
that whole senior group was
just their work ethic and how
coachable they were,” Herling
said. “They were willing to
do whatever the team needed.
None were super vocal leaders,
but they were all great leaders
by example.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

FRI., OCT. 28

Rochester

Goldendale

Life Christian

at Stevenson

ColumbiaWhite Salmon*

at La Center*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Fort
Vancouver*

King’s Way
Christian*

7 p.m.

at Castle
Rock*
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 1A Trico League game
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STEVENSON BULLDOGS
Bulldogs split schedule between Trico, 2B teams

LAST SEASON

3-6, 1-5, 10th in 2B Central League

A

BEST STATE FINISH

First round in 2010, 2018

OL/LB

OL
RB
DL
LB
QB
OL/DL
OL/DL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Gavin Gantner
Max Jenkins
Joseph Jenkins
Frank Jenkins
Hudson Holzhauer
Kacen Bach
Chayton Cameron
Joey Connell

6-0, 190
5-11, 215
5-10, 170
5-10, 170
6-1, 220
6-1, 175
6-0, 220
5-11, 210

jr.
sr.
sr.
sr.
jr.
jr.
sr.
sr.

Coach: David Waymire (12th year, 42-81)

COACH SPEAK
“Out of the last 50 years, the 2020 spring
season was the only time we didn’t play (Stevenson). It’s a longstanding rivalry. Our kids,
they know one another. ... That battle for those
bragging rights, everyone gets excited. We’re
looking forward to them being back in the
Trico in 2023.” — Columbia-White Salmon
coach Dan Smith on Stevenson

Stevenson
High

390 NW Gropper
Rd., Stevenson

fter two seasons in Class
2B, the Stevenson Bulldogs are back in familiar
territory: Class 1A. Enrollment numbers reclassified the
school to 2B for the 2020-24
classification cycle, however,
school officials’ application for
a mid-classification opt-up back
to 1A was granted last school
year.
That means the Bulldogs are
back in the 1A Trico League for
all sports.
In football, however, there’s
a caveat. Officially, Stevenson
will play football as an independent for 2022 with a split
schedule of 2B and 1A opponents, but playoffs are possible.
If the Bulldogs beat their four
1A opponents — King’s Way
Christian, Fort Vancouver,
Seton Catholic and ColumbiaWhite Salmon — they’ll earn
the three seed into the Week
10 playoffs for 1A, head coach
David Waymire said.
“I was worried that they’d
do this, and we wouldn’t have
any playoff opportunities,”
Waymire said, “but it sounds
like they’ve made it work. … It
won’t be easy by any stretch,
but at least we know those
teams.”
Waymire called the 2B
Central League “a different
monster.” Since 2011, the 2B
Central has been represented
in the state title game 10 times,
including an all-2B Central
state title game in 2021.

FILES/The Columbian

Stevenson is en route back to the Trico League, where the Bulldogs clinched a league title in 2018 by
beating Columbia-White Salmon in the Gorge Bowl rivalry game.
Stevenson went 3-6 last fall,
but returns a wealth of experience. In all, 16 players have
seen time as starters on offense
and defense, Waymire said.
The program graduated just

three players, and Waymire
said he expects up to 10 seniors
will be starters. Those include
all-league returnees Max Jenkins, Hudson Holzhauser and
Chayton Cameron.

“We have a lot of kids who
gained a ton of experience the
last two years that are all now
juniors and seniors,” Waymire
said. “I’m excited about the
potential.”

FRI., SEPT. 2

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

THU., OCT. 27

King’s Way

ColumbiaWhite Salmon

at Fort
Vancouver

Seton Catholic

Kalama

Adna

Onalaska

at Wahkiakum

at Toledo

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.
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KALAMA CHINOOKS
LAST SEASON

12-0, 5-0, first in 2B Central League

M

BEST STATE FINISH

1A champion in 1998,
2B champion in 2017, 2018, 2021

QB
WR
WR
OL/DL

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Aiden Brown
Jaxxon Truesdell
Andrew Schlangen
Torrin Collum

5-11, 175
5-8, 135
5-11, 180
6-1, 220

so.
sr.
so.
sr.

Coach: Mike Phelps (first year)

COACH SPEAK
“They reload pretty well. I think they are going
to have a young sophomore quarterback, but
their junior class last year had some skills.
Four or five of them started on defense last
year. And there were sophomores who got
into games last year and made some big-time
plays. I think they’re going to reload pretty
well.” — Woodland coach Sean McDonald
on Kalama.

Kalama
High
548 China Garden
Road, Kalama

State championship still the goal under new coach

ike Phelps still remembers the last thing he told
then-head coach Sean
McDonald on the phone to join
Kalama’s football coaching
staff in 2017: “Let’s go win a
state championship.”
As it turned out, the first of
three 2B titles in four years
came that fall. For Phelps, now
in his first season as the Chinooks’ head coach, he knows
what’s expected of a program
with strong state-title tradition
in recent years. That includes
last year’s 16-14 victory over
league-rival Napavine to cap
an undefeated season. Kalama
also won state titles in 2017 and
2018.
“The expectation with Kalama is state championships,”
Phelps said. “That’s still the
goal. … That’s always going
to be the goal. When you have
this kind of success, it kind
of feels like you’re coming up
short of anything shy of that.”
A new head coach, but the
expectations are the same.
Phelps spent the past five
years coaching offensive line
and linebackers for Kalama
and has a high school coaching
resume going back 18 years.
This is his first head-coaching
stint.
In addition to new field turf
installed at Chinook Stadium
this summer, there’s plenty

JARED WENZELBURGER/The Chronicle

Kalama’s Jackson Esary (4) holds up the WIAA Class 2B state football trophy while surrounded by
teammates after beating Napavine 16-14 on Dec. 4, 2021 in Lakewood. Kalama has won three state
titles in the past five season. While Esary and others have graduated, the goal remains a state title.
of new faces on offense and
defense. Kalama graduated 22
seniors, including state player
of the year Jackson Esary. This
year’s Chinooks have a small
senior class, but Phelps expects big things from Jaxxon
Truesdell and Aaron Winans.
The team also will rely on a

number of underclassmen in
multiple positions.
The Central 2B League
continues to be tops in the
state when it comes to playoff
success. The league has been
represented in the 2B state
title game every year since
2011, including an all-2B Cen-

tral title game in 2021.
“Every single one of those
programs runs their programs
a little bit differently,” Phelps
said. “But it’s coaching, it’s
community involvement, it’s
staff and it’s parental support.
Those are key in all those
programs.”

THU., SEPT. 1

FRI., SEPT. 9

FRI., SEPT. 16

FRI., SEPT. 23

FRI., SEPT. 30

FRI., OCT. 7

FRI., OCT. 14

FRI., OCT. 21

THU., OCT. 27

Woodland

at Castle Rock

La Center

Bye

at Stevenson

Onalaska*

Wahkiakum*

at Toledo*

at Adna*

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

*-denotes 2B Central league game; times subject to change

The Columbian, Sunday, August 28, 2022

31

$5.00
• Hand Tossed Dough
With Generous Toppings
• Family & Team Friendly
• Great Beer Selection

OFF

Any
Extra Large
16” Pizza

THANK YOU
VANCOUVER,
FOR VOTING US
BEST BURGER!

WIN

NER

One Coupon Per Customer
Coupon “Expires 12/31/22”

• Open 7 Days a Week
RUN

NER

-UP

WE COULDN’T HAVE
DONE IT WITHOUT YOU

15606 SE Mill Plain Blvd,Vancouver, WA 98684

360-254-1286

1N1NxNNEERR!!

WII
W

Established in 1999 in

N
WIN

Vancouver, WA
Locally Owned and Operated
Same-Day Appointments Open 7 Days/Week
32
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